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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS. 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 32.) 

in confirmation of the views here presented, as to the 

aqnarative uniformity of the currency 


turnished by the 
WitiK, a id also, as to the obligation oft th 


bank to redeem 
is bills indiscriminately, at all the offices, the comuiitte: 





present 4 few brief extracts from the speech of a 
ratestnaf, whose oplutons have every tille to authority on 
Mr. Lowndes. in discussing the 


estion, how far the bank had performed the great duty 


2e jmportant subje Cts. 


lor whit ‘+h oof was created, used th following decided lan- 
mage in TSIM, when the currency had not reached the 
wint of uniformity it has now attained by half of one per 


ryt 





“The great object of the Government in chartering the 


i ' ya? ' 
nk. was to provide a currency which should have that de- 


’ ' 


of stability and untiormity tn its) value which ts re- }t 


ured by the interests both of 
4 currency, equally 


and revenue. 
valuable at every place and every 


Our CUOThine i 


ime, cannot be provided by human wisdom. ‘The nearest | 


roach to this obi ct hy is been vrener it SUppose d to be 
i by the em los ment of gold and silver as the mea. 
ves of value. The l4th Congress did not aim at idea: 


erection: they wished to combine with the conveniencies 


tire disp 


ithere: but, in issuing notes which te 


if it tere so! He spoke 
thing and not the nam . Dar 
dissolve ii} inbect 


W hat pecame oi tin i iton. 


of the U nion micrut 


Did not unton imp!v. that the resour€s of one state, its 
j a! 


} ? , 7 , : ' 
money as well as its men, nucnt be GNpiove d OT the Gite | 


fi nee ot anotin r? 


t were willife to bear the loss of 
a depreciated and unequal currence vst must nevlect the 


, ce ; 
‘hut, il the Ove ribiine 


Dlainest principle of the Constitution § doing so—-equality 
of taxation. The committee must Yell remember, the 


Nati@al Bank, such was 


the unequal value of curren: vom the different states, that 


- oh Binal 
petore the establishinent of the 


; 


ihe merchants wal duties arving #teen perce it. iroin 


artie le - 


each other, on the sam: 
Gi the qiestion, whether the bak was bound to re- 


; , , , , ; 
ideem. mdiseriminately. the bills of albts branches, he said: 


“He should not argue that the baik was not bound to 
pay its notes, indiscriminately, at alhits offices. He be- 
lieved that nobody now contended tht it was.” ‘ 
* “It was no unfair account of the jractical operation of 


i 
the branches where the exchange wagumtavorabie, the en- 


ithe system of which he was speaking,to say that it gave to 


ranches where the 
1X a of spe- 
York, 


yesides the 
‘ribers of the bank | 


sition of the specie of those | 

xchange was favorable. Upwards a 
cie have been sent to the branch of Ne 
amount Which has been paid by the sw 


- 


vank of New York | 


thas been obliged to redeem, every be ich throughout the 
‘country bas drawn upon aftund with vhose condition at | 
= » 


. - . . ' i ** e 
{bank circulation an uniformity of value equal to that |the time it could not be acquainted.” 
vneh Was possessed by the precio is metais; aad the means | * . * “Such a system migh ve expected to pro. | 


ynic li they « mpi 1OvVe d to secure ti his unilorm) ity were s! imple 


Tectual, by enjoining, under a heavy penalty, the pay- 
peut of all its notes in coin, upon demand. In the report, 
d. the notes of the national bank are sani to be now | 

the «ame footing with those of local banks.’ Of the 
ne Of which loc t] “dank notes stood, he should speak 
hereafter; but the price current upon his tal le informed 
that the createst discount on branch notes of the vu. 


s was three-fourths of one per cent. This was a value 


—- 


»more uniform than that which coin could be expected 
o have in so extensive a country. He had been lately look- 


pa book oy} politic il economy, woich had bee ik pub- 


- 


lished here, with hioh, and, in respi ct to its clearness and 
sion, with just commendations—the work of Mr. Tra- 
ey. He inferred from one of his chapters, that the differ- 
ence of exchange between Marseilles and Parts was often 
from two to three per cent. It. with all the facilities af- 
forded by the internal impreverments in which France is so 

, with acurreney consisting almost exclusively of gold 

silver, the variation in the value of money is three 

limes greater in her territory than on our continent, can it 
ve said, that, in this respect, the bank has not fulfilled the 
ets of its institution’? Before its establishment, the 
value of bank notes, even in the commercial States, had 
ried twenty per cent. from each other; and, as none of 
them bore a fixed proportion to the precious metals, or to 
y natural standard, it was impossible to assign any limit 
there de preciation. You have required that the currency 
imished by the national bank should be every where con- | 
‘ible into silver, and itis so. You have expected that | 
‘should be as uniform as coin, and it 1s more so. He would 
i detain the committee by reading a paper, which he had 
hrepared with that intention. contaiming the state of ex- 
‘ange, since the establishment of the ban\, with England, 
trance, and Holland: for he found himself occupying much 
ore of their time than he had expected. But he believed 
‘iat any member, who should turn his attention to the sub- 

, Would remark its steadiness during that period. He 
cough himself justified im drawing from this fact a con- 

“usion highly favorable to the bank.” 

n reference to the great depreciation of the paper of the 
“eal banks, previous to the establishment of that of the U. 
“ates, he said: 

“Did the interests or duty of the Government of the U. 
“ates permit that this currency should be received by it!— 
“one dissatisfaction was ¢ xpressed because the branch 

Hotes of the United States Bank were at a discount of three- 
‘ourths of ore per ct. He read from a price current the 
‘ate of the market for bank notes, by which it appeared 
‘at notes which were insisted to be in ve ry good credit, 
‘tried from a discount of two and a half to one of seven, 
‘teen, twenty, twenty-five, and even thirty per cent. Was! 
‘ur revenue tobe received in these notes? How were they 








duce inconvenient changes in the distibution ef bank cap- 
‘ital. an extreme 
june xpected contractions ef discount it another.” . 


cant. WI 


facility of obtaining bans at one time, and 


“Whenever th 


whenever the 


e state of exq@ande ts unfavorable, 
just principles of bark require a reduc- 
tion of discounts, then, under this system of indiscriminate 
payment of its notes, the bank hag nothing to fear from a 
draught of specie, and is encouragai to lend to every appli- 
erever the exchange is farorable, and on the 
sound principles of banking, an enlatged accommodation 
might be given to the eommunity-—there the flow of notes 
from every State whose exchanges uafavorable, contracts 
or suspends all the operations of the bank. Thus, wherever 
discounts should be enlarged, the tencency of this system 
is to reduce them, and to enlarge them wherever they should 
be reduced.” 

Independently of the gross injustice of requiring the 
bank to perform all the exchanges of this extensive confed- 
eracy without any compensation, these enlightened views 
show most conclusively its inexpediency and injustice, as 
it regards the diiferent sections of the Union. It would 
inevitably render these parts of the Union where the bank 
issues were prudent and moderate, tributary to those where 
the issues were injudicious and excessive. In this way, 
the very inequality in the currency, which the bank was 
designed to correct. 
tempt to make 








TL 


would be perpetuated by the vain at- | 


it perform impossibilites. The power of | 


‘annthilating space, or transporting money or any other arti- | 


cle te the most distant points, without the loss of time or 
the application of labor, belongs to no human institution. 

But the salutary agency of the Bank of the U. States, in 
furnishing a sound and uniform currenty, is not confined 
to that portion of the currency which consists of its own 
bills. One of the most topertant purposes which the bank 
was designed to accomplish, and which, it is confidently be- 
heved, no other human agency could howe effected, under 
our federative sysiem of Government. was the enforce- 











ment of specie payments on the part of numerous loca! 
banks, deriving their charters frem the several States, and 
whose paper, irredeemabie im specie, and illimitable in its 
quantity, constituted the almost entire currency of the coun- 
try. Amidst a combination of the greatest difficulties, the 
bank has almost completely succeedod tn the performance 
of this arduous, delicate, and painful duty. With excep- 
tions, too inconsiderable to merit notice, all the State banks 
in the Union have resumed specie payments. Their bills, 
in the respective spheres of their circulation, are of equal 
value with gold and silver; while, for all the operations of 
commerce, beyond that sphere, the bills or the checks of 
the Bank of the United States are even more valuable than 
specie. And even in the very few instances in which the 
paper of State banks is depreciated, those banks are wind- 
ing up their concerns; and it may be safely said, that no 





le be employed They might be expended in the district 
‘i which they vere issued. 




















citizen of the Union is under the necessity of taking de- 


lity as well as be “détroved by violence. |t 


the ly 











where paper of the local banks is trredeemable tn specie, 
md Conse que ti depr rated. hive m there, the deprecia 


ion Is Only one or ‘two per ef nt.. and woat is more LM por- 
Bank ot the { nited States can be 


who desire it. and h 


tant. the paper of the 
obtained by all those ‘ve an equivalent 


rg : , ‘ 
fhe comraittee are aware. that the opu ‘ion is entertained 


} } ; } ’ 
by some, that the local banks would, at some time or other. 


7 


i State Levisla- 
In the very nature 
of things this wonld seem to be an impossibility. It must 


' j . ; } : 
he remembered that no banks ever made such large drvi-e 


eithe r voluntart?! rf. OF by tye coereion of ft 


~. 


| + . 
tures, have resumed specie paymenise 


ends as were realized by the logal institutions, during the 

specie payments. A rieh and abundant har. 
of profit was open to them, Which the resumption of 
specie payments must mevitably blast. While permitted 
iocive their own notes, bearing no interest. and not re- 
bearing 
r they issued the 
higher would be their profits. The most powerful motive 
that ean operate upon corporations, would have exiatad ta 
prevent the State banks trom putting an er d to the very 
aes from which their exceéssi\: 


emable in speeie. in exchange tor better notes 
it is obvious that the more pape 


protits proceeded. 


Their very nature must have been changed, therefore, be- 


fere they could have been induced to co-operate. veluntarily. 
in the restordiion of the curreney. It +s cuifte as luproba- 
ble that the State Legislatures would hivé compelled the 


banks to do their duty. 


lt has already been stated, that 
the tendenc 


y of a depreciated currency to attract importa- 
tions to the points of greatest dépreciation, and to lighten 
the relative burth . would. naturally 


i@ business of ex. 


ns of federal taxati 
nmroduce among the States, a rivairy in ¢ 
cessive bank But there remains to be stated, a 
‘ause of more gene ral operation, whic) would have pre- 
vented the interposition of the State [Legislatures to cor- 
reet those issues. 


Is=ue se 


The banks were, directly and indirectiy, the ereditors of 
the wiole community, and the resumption of specie pay- 


iments, necessarily involved a general curtailment of dis- 


counts and withdrawal of credit, which would produce a 
general and distressing pressure upon the ciaies class of 
lebtors. ‘hese constituted the largest portion of the pop- 
ulation of all the States where specie payments were sus- 
pended, and bank issues excessive. 

controlled public opinion in the States, where the deprecia-. 
tion of th» local paper was greatest, were interested in the 
perpetuation of the evil. Deep and deleterious, therefore. 
as the disease evidently was, in many of the States, their 
Legislatures could not have been expected to apply a reme- 
dv. so p aintulas the compulsion ol Sy cie payments would 
have been.without the aid of the Benk of the United States. 
And here it t2 worthy of special remark, that while that 
bank has compelled the local banks to re sume specie pay- 
ments, it bas most materially contributed, by its direct and 
liberal arrangements,.to enable them to do so, and that with 
‘ast possible embarrassment to themselves and dis- 
tress to the community, If the State Legislatures had 
been ever so anxious to compel the banks to resume spe- 
cie payments, and the banks ever so willing to make the ef- 
fort, the committee are decidediy of opinion that they could 
not have done it, unaided by the Bank of the U. States. 
without producing a degree of distress incomparably great- 
er than has been aetually experienced. They will con- 
clude their remarks on this branch of the subject by the 
obvious reflection, that, if Coneress, at the close of the 
war, had left it to the States to restore the disordered cur- 
rency, this Important function of sovereignty would have 
been left with those from whom the constitution has ex- 
pressly taken it, and by whom it could not be beneficially 
ot efleetually exercised. But another idea, of considera- 
ble plausibility, 1s not without its advocates. It is said 
that this Government, by making the resumption and contin- 
uance of specie payments, the condition upon which the 
State banks should receive the Government deposites, might 
have restored the currency toa siate of untformity. With- 
out stopping to give their reasons tor beheving that specie 
payments could not have been restored in this way, than 
that, even if they could, a uniform currency of general cred- 
it, throughout the Union, would not have been provided, 
the committee will proceed to give their reasons for think- 
ing that such ‘a connexion between the Federal Govern- 


Those. therefore, who 





ment and the State banks would be exceedingly danger- 
ous to the purity of both. While thereisa National Bank 





bound by its charter to perform certain stipulated duties, 
and entitled to receive the Government deposites as a com- 


But was the expenditure of| preciated paper, because a sound currercy cannot be ob- pensation, fixed by the law creating the charter, and only 
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to be forfeited by the failure to pert 
is nothing in the connexion at all inconsistent with the in- 
dependence of the bank, and the purity of the Government. 
The country has a deep interest that the bank should main- 
tain specie payments, and the Government an additional in- 
terest that it should keep the public funds safely, and trans- 
fer them, free of expense, wherever they may be wanted. 
The Government, therefore, has no power over the bank, 
but the salutary power of enforcing a compliance with the 
terms of its charter. Every thing is tixed by the law, and 
nothing lett to arbitrary discretion. It is true that the 
Secretary of the Tieasury, with the sanction of Congress 
would have the power to prevent the bank from using its 
power unjustly and oppressively, and to punish any aitemp! 
on the part of the Directors, to bring the pecumiary tnflu- 
ence of the institution to bear upon the politics of the 
country, by withdrawing the Government deposites trom 
the offending branches. But this power would not be 
lightly exercised by the Treasury, as its exercise would 
necessarily be subject to be reviewed by congress. It is, 
in its nature,a salutary corrective, creating no undue de. 
pendence on the part of the bank. 





. 


but the state of things would be widely different if there 
was no National bank, and it was left to the discretion of 
the Secretary ef the Treasury to select the local banks in 
which the Government deposites should be made. All the 
State banks would, in that case, be competitors for the favor 
of the Treasury; and no one who will duly consider the 
nature of this sort of patronage, can fail to perceive that 
m the hands of an ambitious man, not possessed of perfect 
purity and unbending integrity, it would be imminentls 
dangerous to the public liberty. The State banks would 
enter the lists of political controversy, with a view to ob- 
tain this patronage; and very little sagacity is required to 
foresee, that, if there should ever happen to be an admin- 
istration disposed to use its patronage to perpetuate its 
power, the public funds would be put in jeopardy by being 
deposited in banks unworthy of confidence, and the most 
extensive corruption brought to bear upon the elections 
throughout the Union. A state of things more adverse to 
the purity of the Government—a power more liable to be 
abused—can scarcely be imagined. 
dollars were annually placed in the hands of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, to be distributed at his discretion, for the 
purposes of internal improvement, it would not invest him 
with a more dangerous and corrupting power. 

In connexion with this branch of the subject, the commit- 
tee will briefly examine the grounds ofacomplaint,sometimes 
made against the Bank of the United States. It is alleged 
that this bank, availing itself of the government deposites, 
consisting in some places principally of local paper, makes 
heavy and oppressive draughts on the local banks for spe- 
eie, and thus compels them to curtail their discounts to the 
vreat injury of the community. In the first place, it is to 
be remarked, that one of the hichest duties of the bank— 
the great object for which it was established—-was to pre- 
vent the excessive issues of local paper; and this duty can 
only be performed, by enforcing upon the State banks the 
payment of specie for any excess in their issues. But the 
committee are induced te believe that this complaint ts 
orincipally owing, so far as it now exists, to the fact, th.t 
the operations of the Federal Treasuty are misteken for 
the operations of the bank, because the bank is the agent 
by whom those operations are performed. This institution 
receives the Government deposites in the paper of the local 
Lanks, certainly in no spimt of hostility to those banks.— 
On the contrary, it tends to give them credit, and is de- 
signed to have that effect. But the Bank of the United 
States, is not oniy bound to pay in specie, or its own bills, 
what it receives for the Government in local paper, but to 
transfer the funds to any part of the Union where they may 
be required for disbursement. Let it be assumed, that the 
f;overnment collects annually, at the Custem-house in 
Charleston, one million of dollars in loeal bank notes, and 
disburses in South Carolina only one hundred thousand, it 
would result from this, that the Government would have 
wine hundred thousand dollars of local bank paper deposit- 
ed in the Charleston branch, which the bank would be 
hound by its charter, and for the national benefit, to trans- 
fer perhaps to Washington or Norfolk. As this paper would 
not answer the purposes of the Government at those places, 
the bank would be of course compelled to provide specie. 
or bills that will command specie at those places. It is ob- 
vious, then, that it is the inequality in the collection and 
disbursement of the revenue that produces the evil in ques. 
tion. If all the revenue collected in Charleston ‘were dis- 
bursed in the State, no draughts would be made upon the 
jocal banks for specie. The Bank of the United States, 
so far from being justly obnoxious te any complaint on this 
score, has greatly mitigated the action of the Treasury up- 
on the local banks, by means of the liberal arrangements 
which its large capital and numerous branches have enehled 
it to make with them. The degrec in which that institu. 
tion has reduced the rate of exchange, may be fairly as- 
sumed as that in which it has mitigated the action of the 
Treasury upon the State banks. If, for example, there ex- 
isted no national bank, and the deposites of the revenue 
collected in Charleston were made in one of the local 
banks, what would be the effect of transferring, annually, 
nine hundred thousand dollars to Washington or Norfolk? 
The local banks, having no branches at either of those 
places, instead of transmitting draughts, as is now generally 
done, would be compelled to transmit specie. The bank 

tn which the Government deposites were made, would con- 
sequently be under the necessity of demanding specie 


If five millions of 





orm those duties, there |from all the other banks, in a manner, and to an extent, sister States, to hold similar consultations 


much more oppressive than any thing that can be imputed | 
to the Bank of the Vaited States. If, to avoid these spe- 
cie draughts, the loc:] banks should purchase bills on Wash- 
ington or Norfoik, they would probably cost five or six per, 
cent., even in a toerable state of the currency, which 
would be a loss to thr banks almost to the full extent of the 
premiuin. 

Although the expediency of renewing the charter of the 
present bank is nott question now submitted for the de- 
cision of Congress, te committee consider it so far involved 
in the matter referrel to them, as to render it their duty to 
present some consrerations bearing on that question, in 
addition to what the have said on the general expediency 
of maintaining such no institution. If a national bank, simi- 
lar to the present, ly a necessary and proper agent for the 
secomplishment of ue great purposes heretofore wdicated, 
the only remaining question would seem to be, whether 
the charter of the resent stockholders should be renewed, 
or a new set of stoccholders incorporated. 


In considering ths question, Congress will of course be 
governed in some @gree by the terms on which the pre- 
sent stockholders wil agree to accept a renewal of their 
charter. But, as tle committee have satisfactory reasons 
for believing that erms eminently advantageous to the 
Government can be obtained, they wil! proceed to some 
other inquiries. Vhat, then, would be the effect of re- 
fusing to renew theorescent charter! And, in the first place, 
what are the induceaents for pursuing that course! 


It is sometimes aleged that the present stockholders are 
large capitalists, arl,as the stock of the bank is twenty 
per cent. above par,that a renewal of the charter would be 
equivalent to a grat to them of 20 per cent. upon their 
capital. [tis true tht a small portion of the capital of the 
company belongs tovery wealthy men. Something tore 
than two millions ¢ that owned in the United States be- 
longs to persons holing upwards of one hundred thousand 
dollars each. It & also true that foreigners own seven 
millions, or one-fita of the capital. But, on the other 
hand, it is to be revarked that the Government, in trust 
for the people ef th United States, holds seven millions: 
that persons owning less than five thousand dollars each, 
hold four millions sx hundred and eiglty-two thousand; 
and that persons otning br five and ten thousand 
dollars each, hold wwards of three millions. [t is also 
worthy of remark, tht a very considerable portion of th 
stock—very nearly ix millions--is held by trustees and 
cuardians, for the us of females and orphan children, ana 
charitable and othe institutions. Of the twenty-eiglit 
millions of the stockwhich is owned by individuals, on); 
three millions four bndred and filty-three thousand 1s now 
held by the origins subscribers. All the rest has been 
purchased at the maret priccs—a large portion of it, prob- 
ably, when those prics were higher than at present. Most 
of the investments rade by wills, and deeds, and decrees 
in equity, for the us of females and minors, are believed 
to have been made when the stock was greatly above par. 
From this brief analysis, it will appear that there 1s no- 
thing in the characte: or situation of the stockhelders, 
which should make it desirable to deprive them of the ad- 
vantages which they have tairly gained, by an application 
of their capital to purposes highly beneficial, as the com- 
mittee have attempted tofshow to the Government and peo- 
ple of the United States. If foreigners own seven mil- 
lions of the stock of the bank, our own government owns 
as much; if wealthy men own more than two millions, 
men in moderate ec rcumstances own between seven and 
eight millions; and widows, orphans, and institutions de- 
voted to charitable and other purposes, own nearly six mil- 
lions. 

But the objection, that the stock is owned by men of 
large capital, would apply with equal, if nct greater force, 
to any bank that could be organized. In the very nature 
of things, men who have large surplus capitals are the prin- 
cipal subscribers atthe first organization of a bank.  Far- 
mers and planters, merchants and manufacturers, having an 
active employment for their capitals, do not choose to be 
the first adventurers in a bank project. Accordingly, when 
the present bank went into operation, it 1s believed that most 
of the capital was owned by large capitalists, and under a 
much more unequal distribution thau exists at present.— 
The large amount of stock now held in trust for females 
and minors, has been principally, if not entirely, purchased 
since the bank went Into operation; and tbe same remark 
is generally applicable to the stock in the hands of small 
holders. It is only when the character of a bank ts fully 
established, and when its stock assumes a steady value, 
that these descriptions of persons make investments in it. 

To be continued. 
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AMERICAN CORN LAWS. 


Farmers end Graziers.—At a meeting of Farmers and 
Graziers, of Philadelphia county, and of some other ad- 
joining counties, held at Germantown, on the 16th Februa- 
ry, 1829, according to previous notice; Samvet CasTER 
being called to the Chair, and Epmunp Green appointed 
Secretary, the following resolutions were presented by a 
committee nominated for the purpose, and accepted by the 
mecting: 

Resolved, That we think it adviseable to represent the 
agricultural interest of the country to the consideration of 
our General Government, upon a suitable occasion, at the 
next session of Congress, and that we respectfully invite 
the agriculturists of other pertions of our State and ef our 
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' for the geney,| 
welfare of our profession; and, that a more ready and adya, 
tageous interchange of sentimen, may be made betwee, 
ditferent portions of our country. 1% 

Resolved, That a committee of thirteen be appointed 
draft a memoria! of the object of our meeting, and to mak, 
such arrangements as may be best calculated for the promo, 
tion and support of agricultural industry, with power to fil 
vacancies, and also as « Committee of Correspondence. 

Resolved, That these proceedings be signed by the Chair. 
man, and attested by the Secretory; and that the editors of 
newspapers throughout the Union be solicited to give they 
publicity. 

SAMUEL CASTER. 
Chairman, 
Epuunp GREEN, Secretary. 
MEMORTAL. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Unjj,, 
States of America in Congress assembled, This memoria 
respect} ully re presents— 

That the interference in our markets of foreign prov). 
sions and grain has, for several years, attracted the atte. 
tion of farmers; and although such competition was eo, 
sidered limited and occasional, an investigation of the a). 
ject proves that the agriculturists suffer toa very considem, 
ble extent, by the intervention of foreign productions; gy, 
a comparison of the rates of duty imposed by our nation,’ 
government upon agricultural products, well adapted to oy 
soils, and capable of employing extensive capital and |; 
bor, with those aflixed to various articles manufactured , 
the country, of which we are in the constant and NeCEeSs;. 
ry consumption, cenvince us that farmers are not equal; 
protected in their industry with others of their fellow ci. 
zens of different trades and professions. The peculiy 
character of the employments of farmers—their necessy 
constant personal superintendence---the difficult: means « 
communication, from the extended space which they occ». 
py—notwithstanding their respectability in numbers ay 
character, have prevented that interchange of Opinion and 
union of effort which others may more happily employ; and 
the farmers, assiduously attentive to the cultivation of the: 
crops, and the care of cattle—frequently also called upu, 
to occupy themselves in public and local business, ‘y/ 
generally unacquainted with the commercial arrangemen 
atiecting their interests, have not hitherto made that repre. 
sentation of their strength which we now believe essenti: 
io their welfare. 


gicater variety of employ ment for our citizens. 


ent sections of the United States, and we leok to this as 
bond of union, by interest and kind feeling to be best con 
tinued, by such measures as shall induce us to place mutu 
al dependence upon each other for those supplies which ne 


ture has appointed to our different soils and climates, and 


that the extent of our territory will give ainple scope to : 


A state of almost universal peace has much contracted 
the extent of the profitable exportation of our produce - 
we cannot depend upon a foreign demand—we must loot 
for our advantage in an increasing home market, and ins 
We be. 
lieve, that the interests of our common country are connect. 
ed with a more immediate intercourse between the diffe. 


much greater diversity of industry, and greatet diffusion of 
wealth and prosperity among our own citizens, as well 
greater protection during the calamities of a war, than W 
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can hope from foreign dependence; and we trust to our 


liberal institutions to guard us fiom those difficulties an 
dangers which have been too hastily charged upon the pr 


all classes of our citizens, and every section of our land 
We wish that every industry capable of being exercised a 
home should be encouraged, to give a profitable, varied 


and necessary occupation toe our citizens, and their families; 


and we conside! a just and properly re gulated protection 4 
the most sure and permanent pledge of the success, equal 
ly of the farmer, planter, manufacturer, and merchant 
As farmers may justly be denominated the great body ¢ 
consumers, we think ourselves entitled toa rate of protec 
tion and regard equal to that offered to any other class. 


In order to exhibit the protection which many articles 


we necessarily use, do now receive, we subjoin the follow 
ing statement. 


fc. have on—Pitchforks, iron stoves, hatchets, shears 
sieves, hoes, saws, ploughs, iron hoops, iron wire, and al 


Bridle bits, scale beams, and axes, 35 per cent. 
cent. 


wearing apparel, 50 per cent. 
Gun-makers on—Vire arms, 30 per cent. 


manufactures of cotton, 25 per cent. 
and blankets, 35 per cent. Hearth rugs, 33$ per cent 
All general manufactures of woollen, 40 to 50 cent. 


ness, generally 30 per cent. 
Cabinet-makers on---Cabinet wares, 30 per cent. 


per cent. 
Tobacconists on---Segars, $2 50 per thousand, 
Clock-makers on---Clocks, 25 per cent. 
Hatters on---Fur and wool hats, 30 per cent. 





Umbrelia-makers on---Umbrellas, 30 per cent. 


tective system, which is one, in our instance, of absolute HR, :,.. 
self-defence, but which we desire to see equally affecting 


Blacksmiths and Manufacturers in Iron, and of Castings. 


manufactures of iron, generally, a duty of 25 per cent. 
Straw and e. 
hay knives, scythes, shovels, spades, and sickles, 40 pet Hm. 


Taylors and Clothiers on--Ready made clothing ané 


Woollen and Cotton Manufacturers on—All general 
Woollen stockings 


t 
, . uit 
‘ 


. 
‘ 
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. 
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Curriers, Boot and Shoe-makers, Saddle, Harness, and 
Whip-makers on—Hides of leather, whips, saddles, and har- 
Laced boots, $1 50 per palr- 


Carriage and Chair-makers on---Carniages and chairs, 30 
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eh Besides a variety of others not necessary to be tnen- 
joned. ; Mea state 
to We do not notice these with a disposition to object ; we 
ke Tyre not aware that we pay higher for most of these articles 
10. han before the increase of the rates of duty, and we are sa- 
lll TB isfied that some of them are cheaper than beiore, and eve- 
y day improving in quality from the industry , talent, and 
uir. serseverance of our workinen; we well recol| «ct the charac- 
sol Bor of the first articles manufactured during the late war, 
et Bow very inferior to those now made, and 
arcity of the various implements required for our uses, 
ae were exposed to high prices, caused by the want of pro- 
F rer competion at home, and the unskiliulness of our 
tizans, Who have tnproved in proportion 
tion afforded them; but we solicit attention to the long 
ite) Pgpst of importations from foreign countries, oi those pro- 
al, vets which the soils and varied climates oi 
Th industry of our agricuiturists may be Hiost aavaulave- 
Ov). aly employed i providing, and which their imtetiigcnut 
ten. active enterprise will afford, at as cheap a rate as they 
“Or, » be had elsewhere, aiter a short deiay necessary tor the | 
si}. riecuou of a due systet of economy and manage inent, | 
ler. ch is a smnali sacrifice compared with the results to the 
an] Pggommunity at large. 
Ona] | ; : ) 
) oy wing mportations into the Unit d States, is stated by the 
i ks port of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury. 
ed Of raw Hides and Skins, duty tree, ° 
essi Wool, above the value of 10 cts. per Ib. - 
ua! Do. not exceeding LO cts. per Ib. . 
Cr Tallow Candles, 242,686 Ibs. - - 
ul; Tallow, 1,360,419 lbs. - . : . 
s8ar Cheese, 81,823 Ibs. . . . . 
Als Beefand Pork, 946,987 Ibs. - . : 
oc’ Butter, 0,283 Ibs. ° . . ‘ 
PS ali Bristies, 374,033 Ibs. — - . . . 
n an Hemp, [SS.0S2 cwt. . . . . 
v5 an Wheat, 4,512 bush. : . . . 
their Oats, 13,320 do . . . . 
Upul 'otatoes, 112,044 bush. . . . 
Ny “and V ine gar, 77.203 gals. - . ° ° 
men: wit, S.S85,200 bush. - - - . 
repre. Mags, free, - . : : . : 
SEN tia! w Silk, - . . . . . 
plum, (for 18°27 only )° : . - 
racted V ines, . . : . . e 
luce — J oreign Spirits from Grraip, - : : 
t look Ny do other materials, - : 
nd ina eer, Porter, and Ale, - . . . 
Ve be- ‘gal. « ° ° ° - - . 
nec. 
diffe. 
HIS a8 4 
st Con orr.---The following importations affect the Southern 
» MUL culturists, Viz: 
ich na- Molasses, - : . 45 
€s, and Olive and other Oils, . . 
pe tos Sugar, brown and white,” - 
18100 o! Fruits, . : . ; 
well as Snices, : , ‘ : 
than we Indigo, ‘ ‘ : 
to oul 
ties and 
the pre 
bsolute BEB .odes various dve stuffs, for which there is an increas- 
fecting HM demand, barley (ef which, in one year, 20,000 bushels 
ar lane. Hi jwported, at 15 per cent. duty) honey, bees wax, 
cised at vets, quills, soap, lard, mustard, horns, willows for bas- 
variet, BR {uit trees, nuts, &c. &c. which are not specitied in 
amilies; HM report as items, being free, or having an ad valorem 
ction as : 
5, equa: BW are influenced by no political feeling, and disclaim 
erchant. BiRional excitement; we feel the justice of our claim; we 
body ci Bibect the difference of opinion which may exist on this 
{ protec: Mibect: but we are firm in viewing the general advantages 
USSe 1 will result from a greater regard to the interest of 
articles iB American farmer and planter; and we look with regret 
» follow: Be state of that portion of our countrymen engaged in 
culture, who have certainly, in comparison with their 
Castings. ver and exertions, borne the pressure of all the mea- 
, shears, BBs hitherto pursued, and may now claim to participate in 
and all Bi eeyey system of encouragement may be decided on for 
er cell. general welfare. 
traw and ¢, therefore, most respectfully urge the Senate and 
, 40 pet Bib se of Representatives of the United States, in Con- 
sesembled, to regard the interests of this portion of 
sing and iellow citizens, and make such alterations and addi- 
‘0 the duties now imposed upon articles of agricul- 
‘produce as may aid and support the large portion of 
general "ts Whose welfare depends upon their protection. 
stockingt Grorce Caster, 
t Oxford. 
per cen’. Cnaries Paxson, § * 
at. Joun Biake, 
ness, and J. H. Gipson, 
, and har. Bens. WALMSLEY, ¢ p>. 
per pail. Jaxrs TnorNnron, 4 yberry. 
Gro. Breck, 
hairs, 30 
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Moreland. 


Bristol. 
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James BarTRAM, 
Rornerr Carr, 
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unittee appointed at a meeting of Farmers and Gra- 
of Philadelphia county, held at Germantown, on 1Cth 


ry, L829. 


the 


CONGRESSIONAL DEBATES. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurpay, Marcn 25. 
Speech of Mr. Carson, of N. Carolia, onthe bill to con- 
struct a road from Buffalo, New York, through Wash- 
ington City, to New Orleans, Louisina. 

Mr. CuainmMan—The supporters of he bill now under 
consideration, urge the importance 0 its passage upon 
four general cousiderations, to wit: Commerciat, Poxrri- 
CAL, Minirary, and th transportation d the Mat. 

The Coustitutional powers of Comress to act upon 
this and similar subjects, have been agumed and main- 
tained by the supporters of this bill 

Upon all subjects of tins kind, Sir, ivolving constitu- 
tional questions, which bave been diseused since | occu- 
pied a -« 








‘ing into the debates upun them. I havédone so, Sir, for 
ithe very plain reason, that my vocatiopis that of a far- 
mer; and well knowing that it requiredprofessional sci- 


ence and deep research, to elucidate amt give satisfaction 
upon those critical poimts upon which pen of eminence, 
patriotism, and distinction, difler. 

Under these circumstances, | may wel be permitted to 


ee 


| opinion upon constitutional questions, to rouble the House 
'with the reasons upon which they are fanded. 

Vet, Sir,as L am the representative ofan intelligent and 
most excellent community, and as | baeto act under the 
| obligations of an oath, “to support the Qustitution of the 
| United States’—that charter under te guarantees of 
| which we can alone act bere—it is incugbent upon me to 


| 
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at in this House, | have studiobly avoided enter-— 
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a mere paltry earthen way, would afford the security de- 
sired ? 

But, Sir, four general considerations have been urged in 
support of the bill, and they may truly be said to be most 
yliant cousiderations; for they are brought to bear upon 
| all subjects of internal improvement, requiring the public 
lands or the public money. 

It shall be my object to show, Sir, that not one of those 
considerations require that this road should be made. I 
shall take them up in the order in which I find them in 
the report of the Engineers made to this House at the 
first session of the nineteenth Congress. And the first in 
order is its ComMerciat advantage. 














It has been gravely maintained, that this road is all im- 
portant as a line of inter-communication between distant 
points for the facilities ot commercial intercourse, and the 
iransportation of produce and merchandise. Now, Sir. 
admitting the consiitutionality and propriety of making 
roads for commercial purposes, is there any one who se- 
riously believes that this, or any other road, can possibly 
be brought to compete, successtully, with the mighty fa- 
ther of rivers, and its tributary streams? What, Sir! 
change the channel of produce from the finest rivers in 
the world, with a powertul agency of steam, propelling 
oats fiundreds of miles inthe 24 hours, with a mere 
“earthen” road! Sir, when the mighty Missouri shall 
turn ber current back upon her source, and force a pas- 
sage through the Rocky Mountains, and empiy ber vast 
tribute of waters into the Pacific; and the beautiful Ohie 
shall be brought through the tunnel proposed to be cut by 
the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Mercer) and pour her 





, b Te 
‘look into that charter. and wel] examinebe powers Which | 
‘it extends to us, and to act in accordajce with 


t 


my ated 
views however crude, for, Sir, on all gestions in whiecd | 
conscience is involved, the decision mustbe made by that) 
tribunal from which there is no appeal, and, however | 
great our respect and deference for the @inions of others, 
in cases of this kind, we are thrown back upon ourselves, 
and must alone depend on our own views of right or ol 
wrong. 

But, Sir, whatever my views may be a the constitution- 
al powers of Congress, or however advese to bills of this 
kind, f feel that it would be wholly us@ess to urge tiem 
here; and, if [ should not be suspected d any attempt at 
rhetorical flourish, I would say, that youmrgiit as weil at- 
tempt to dissolve those marble columns which support the 
canopy of this hall, by blowing upon tem the breath ol 
your nostrils, as to convince, by fore of argument or 
powers of eloquence, those who have mide up their opin- 
ions, or who, from the force of circumsances will not be 
convinced. 

Yes, Sir, it would be worse than idle; for all the expe- 
rience which I have had upon this floo, but strengthens 
me in the conviction that if ever constitauenal arguments 
are urged with effect, it will be im other halls—not this 
But do not, Mr. Chairman, infer any thing like a spirit of 
disunion in me, from this remark—far from it, Sir. I look 
upon that as the las? resort, resulting from insutierable op- 
pression, which a minority may be enforsed or driven to, 
when it would cease to be patriotism to wbmit. But, Sir, 
should that ever arrive, (which may Gol, of his infinite 
mercy, avert!) may we not justly fear that the world may 
then bid along farewell to all Republics, aad to the ricuTs 
OF MAN. 

But, whilst I disclaim, Sir, any thing lixe a disposition 
to disunion in the remarks, it may be proper here to say, 
that it partakes something of the nullifying doctrines, 
which, while they are more pacific in their natare will be 
found to be, in my opinion, as effectual in their results. 
Upon a more proper occasion, | may give my views fully 
upon this subject of “nullification,” as it has been denom- 
inated in the other branch of this Legislature; but, as I 
am somewhat the creature of impulses, I shall be govern- 
ed, in this particular, by subsequent feeling and reflec- 
tion. 

My design is, Sir, to speak of the expediency, or rather 
inexpeciency, of this measure, not that 1 can add any 
thing to the powerful argument of the justly distinguished 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. P. P. Barsovr) tor the 
crounds which he took were so fully and ably occupied, 
that he has left little to be said by others. I shall, how- 
ever, take the same side of the question; not that I shall! 
be able to shed a new ray of light upon the subject, but 
for the reason that the bird of more humble flight may 
sometimes see what the eagle o’erlooks ; 

The supporters of this billdo not clain, the power under 
which they act, as expressly delegated by the Constitution; 
but as an incidental power; or,in other words, as a means 
necessary to carry into effect some of the expressed pow- 
ers. 

Admitting this position to be correct, and which I do 
to acertain, but limited extent, the question then natural- 
ly arises, does the exigency of the country demand at our 
hands the exercise of those incidental powers, or the use 
of those means, to effect any of the objects contemplated 
by those powers expressly delegated? And if so, another 
question will arise. Will this road meet those exigencies 
and effect the object? To both these propositions, I an- 
swer in the negative most positively. Sir, there is no ne- 
cessity which demands at our hands, the application of 
the public funds for purposes of this kind. Neither the 
“common defence,” nor the “general welfare,” demand it. 
And if the security of either of the points, to which this 
road is contemplated to be constructed, did demand the 
exercise of those powers, and the application cf our trea- 
sure, I ask in the name of commen sense, Sir, if this road 





waters into the Chesapeake, then, and not till then, let 
the gentleman propose the construction of a road through 
that region of country for commercial purpuses. 

But, Sir, what kind of a road have we proposed to us 
by the bill? “.dn earthen road,” Sir. Yes, Sir, a misera- 
bie paltry earthen road. Sit, the honerable chairman and 
bis Committee have uot only tallen tar in the rear of the 
march of science and the arts, in road-making, but they 
have gone entirely back to olden times. Earthen roads 
were the first system of inter-communication known to 
man. Lhey were superseded by turnpikes, as they are 
called, which consisted im the application of store, gravel, 
and other materials, whieh improved the foundation, and 
made it Capable of bearing greater weight. Mr. McAdam 
has improved upon those roars, by a peculiar and regu- 
lar method of preparing and applying the stene; and from 
his celebrity in his improvements, has arisen the name of 
Mc Adamised roads. 

But, above all, Sir, is that highest effort of the human 
intellect in perfecting a system of road inter-communica- 
tion, Which for ease, satety, and expedition, challenges 
the astonishment and admiration of the world. 

That system which has outstripped canals, and ruined 
their stocks in England; and that system which will su- 
persede canals here, as wellas all other systemsof the kind, 
which have been devised by human ingenuity—yes sir, 
the Honorable Gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mercer] 
must lear the appalling, the heart-rending fact: that thi- 
mighty monument, (Chesapeake and Ohio Canal) which 
for years he has been laboring with a zeal and ex- 
ertiou to erect to his memory, and which, no doubt, he 
had fondly hoped would transmit Ais name down to the 
latest posterity, must fall, and must give place to the su- 
perior improvement of rail roads. Sir, I could sympathize 
with that gentleman, if I did not believe that a remedy is 
within his reach; that is, Sir, to give up bis exploded ca- 
nal system, and embrace the rail road plan; and a most 
happy opportunity now awaitshim. Let nim unite the in- 
terest of the company over which he now presides, with 
that of the Baltimore and Ohio rail-road company, and 
by an unity of action and community of feeling, they will 
find their interests mutually advanced, and the most hap~ 
py results growing out of the arrangement. I hope J 
shall be pardoned tor this digression. But let me ask 
the Honorable Chairman who introduced this bill, (Mr. 
Hemphill) how he can reconcile it to bis vast notions of 
grand and magnificent internal improvements, and the re- 
sources and capacity of this government to prosecute 
them, to an indefinite extent, as he set forth in his speech? 
But what is more, Sir, how can he reconcile it to himself 
to fall so far behind the advance of the age in improve- 
ments as to propose an “eartien” road as a means to fa- 
cilitate commerce and promoie the “common delence and 
the general welfare?” Now, Sir, if the gentleman had 
propesed a plan fer the construction of a rail-read, on 
some plan commensurate with the greatness and resources 
of thi, Nation, there would have been some plausibility in 
his arguments. But upon what have we heard bis beau- 
titul theories and high-wrought figures exhausted? Why, 
Sir, upon an earthen road—a road of mud, liable to he 
washed by every shower, and subject to the vicissitudes 
and casualties incident to every season. 

Before I take leave of this branch of the subject, Mr 
Chairman, I ask leave to read a brief passage from the 
report of the Engineers ; we shal! then be able to judge 
ot their views as to the commercial importance of this 
road. 

1 read from the report of the Engineers which may be 
found in the @th vol. Executive papers, session of 1825 
and 1826, Document 156 page 22. “In relation to exter- 
nal commerce,” say the Engineers, “it appears to us that 
a roaditrom Washington City to Orleans, will not afford, 
as to transportation, advantages cf ialional iunportance; 
for the road will cross generally ail the main water cours- 
es perpendicular to the coast; aud in the direction and by 
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means of which all the transportations are effective 
which relate to operations of external commerce.” | 
“However, we have remarked in the foregoing part of 
this report, that the main water courses were crossed by 
the Eastern route atthe head of sloop navigation, and by 
the middle route at the head of boat navigation, therefore 
a road in the direction of either, will accommodate the 
districts, through which } passes, for the transportation of 
their products to the navigable streams. Under this local 
mark tne words, Mr. Chairman, “/ocal.” not general) 
point of view, the external commerce will become beneti- 
cial to a certain extent, &c.” 

Thus we see, sir, that in the 
this road would not ensure benefits, general in their char- 
acter, but such as are merels local; and even that no fur- 
ther than to afifo: 
advantage of transporting their produce to the navigable 
streams. 

This being the case, Sir, is there any one who will press 
the application of the national treasure, (which should 
never be disbursed only with a view to national objects, 
wherein al/ the parts are equally benefitted 





view of the Engineers, 
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districts through which it may pass, the 
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local in their character, and that to a limited extent? Sr, 
it will be merging the “general weljare” into local wel- 


fare, and, against all principle, the greater into the lesser. 

Next in order are “*PotiricaL considerations.” T shall 
be brief upon this branch of the subject. Sir as there is 
only one prominent consideration in) a political point ot 
view, which can be urged—which is, that roads and canals 
will operate as bonds of union, and more strongly cement 
us together, and prevent a falling off oi the parts. With- 
out stopping to controvert the correctness of the position, 
if certainly presupposes one of two things; either that 
there is a disposition in the States. to fly off from the cen- 
tre, or a repulsive action at the centre, to throw them off, 
and hence the necessity of these additional bonds of 
union. 

Nothing, Sir, in my opinion, is to be apprehended from 
the former, would to God f could say so much for the lat- 
ter! 

Sir, if ever the calamities of disunion should be ex- 
perienced by this nation, the causes, proximate and re- 
mote, will be traced to the action of the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

The mismanagement of this central machinery, so 
beautiful in its conception and so perfect in its structure, 
and which worked so harmoniously whilst kept within the 
legitimate sphere, prescribed by those rules expressly laid 
down for the government of its action, will alone produce 
those fatal consequences. By overleaping here the con- 
stitutional boundaries so clearly defined, by throwing the 
whole machinery out of gear, and giving a looseness to our 
operations, propelled on by the force of combined inte- 
rests, composing a majority, against a minority, the latter 
will be compelled to take refege, under the old relation, 
in which the States stood to each other,—that of separate, 
distinct, and independent sovereignty. 

The States themselves will cling to the Union, whilst 
there is bope left to rest on; the oppressions of this Fede- 
ral Government can alone drive them off. 

Perhaps, Sir. if there were ever a crisis in the affairs of 
our Government, which required additional bonds to hold 
us together, that crisisis now at band. But if this road is 
to be the remedy, the committee have certainly mistaken 
its proper location. Western Virginia and Eastern Ten- 
nessee, are not about to fly off from the Union, and there- 
fore do not require this work; if danger is to be appre- 
hended, it is from another quarter. The South is the 
point to which we should direct our attention. Certainly, 
Sir, every political consideration would poiut us to the 
metropolitan route. We must encircle South Carolina 
with some band, or she, from report, will be off ata “ia 
gent,” andthat suddenly. But let me seriously ask, Sir, 
of every member of this committee, what stronger bonds 
of union do freemen need, or the States require, than 
those forged out, wrought and put in order, by the master 
workmen of the Revolution? Link connecting link, form- 
ing a chain o! 


i oe 


Government, more beautiful in its princi- 
ples, and beneficial in its results (whilst acting within the 
limits of its original design) than any ever devised by the 
wisdom of man. What was this design, Sir? ' 
all the parts s : 


It was that 


or InjUTrIeS resuiting from the compact: a perfect vecipro- 
cify wasto be observed and preserved. Under a strict 
observance of those sacred principles, Sir, what have we 
to fear? I answer, nothing. either from external or inter 
nal causes. Ii fears are io be entertained, they are upon 
the other side of the question; and let me here admonish 
gentlemen, who are seeking to provide additional bonds 
of Union, by cutting canals and constructing roads, to 
beware lest they by their operations cut the ligaments of 


, 
‘ 


the constitution which now binds us together, and which | 


forms the only sure and certain ties, by which we can re- 
main united. No political consideration, therefore, in my 
opinion, does require the construction of this 
the bill. 

“Mitirary ConsipeRaTions” are the next in order. 
and to which I shall ask the attention of the Committee. 

The Honorable Chairman, (Mr. Hemphill) set out by 
telling us, that the two points to which this road is con- 
templated to be run, are dangerously situated, and emi- 
nently exposed in ease of invasion, &c.; an! that this is 


important as a military road for the transportation of 


troops and munitions of war. With regard to the expos- 
ef situation of New Orleans, Sir, I beg leave to differ en- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


uuld share in equal proportion the benefits| 


road, | 
but on the contrary, eminently demands the rejection of 


i. 











tirely with the hmorable Chairman. As to Buffalo, I 
know det very litth about it, nor have I sougat to know, 
because I lowked won that end of the read as having 
been tacked on b#he Committee, merely as a means of 
buying up votes, aid not that the necessity of the nation 
required the work, I shall leave that end, therefore, in 
the hands of othes. 

So far, Sir, fron New Orleans being in an exposed sit- 
uation, I do say, ad I say it without the fear of contra- 
diction, that it is he most strongly fortified place in the 
Sir ever: pass leading from the Gulf of Mexico 
to the City, is we secured by the best and most costly 
fortifications. Tiere are no less than five forts (I be- 
lieve Lam not mstaken in the number, if [ am, the gen- 
t from Loisiana (Mr. White) will correct 
erected for the seurity of that City against maritime or 
other i vasion fran the Gulf These forts are capable 
of mounting som hundred pieces of ordnance, at least 
enough to sink my fleet that would ever attempt a pas- 
se up the Missssippi to the City. We have already ex- 
pended near twomillions of dollars in deiending the ter- 
ritory of Louisiaa by permanent fortifications, and esti- 
mates are now before us for a continuation 
works. 

The followings a statement of these expenditures, po- 
litely furnished a my request, by a gentleman of the En- 
gineer Departmet. [Mr. C. then read the following let- 
ter. 

To the Hon. § P. Carson, 

House of Representatives. 

Dear Sin—Te following statement will show you 
pretty nearly thecost of defending the territors of Lou- 
isiana by permarent fortifications, viz: 

Fort Wood, atthe Chief Menteur Pass, 

Fort Pike, at he Rigolets Pass, 

Fort Jackson,Plaquemine Bend, 

Battery at Bawu Bienvenue, 

Tower at Bayu Dupre, 


naion 


] 
iCmMan te) 


a] 
So 





of those | 





| 
411,673 11) 
$59.3938 14 
624.064 53 | 
96.447 80 
16.677 41 


99 





Amount approriated, 1.508.255 
Add for a forton Grand Terre, Bar- 
rataria, estimatedat 
Fora Fort, inplace of Fort St. Phil- 


ips, at Plaquemire Bend, estimated at 


tfi 


264.517 52 


77,810 79 





$1,850,584 30 
‘our obedient. &c. 

The estimatesfor one of those works (Fort Jackson’ 
for the present yar, 1s $85,000.—Thus we see, sir, that 
the attention of te Government has been directed to the 
defence and protetion of that point, and that the fact, as 
stated by the hoorable Chairman who introduced this 
bill, with regardto the “e rposed situation” of that city, 
does not exist. Row, sir. as regards the necessity of this 
road for the transjurtation of troops and munitions of 
war, I here take won myself the responsibility of pro- 
nouncing, althouzh in contradiction to the position of the 
gentleman who iefroduced the bill, (Mr. Hemphill) that 
no such necessity exists: and I further say, that it would 
not only be idl, but the extreme of folly, to expend 
money upon this road with a view to military advantages. 

What sav gendemen who urge this branch of the sub- 
Why. “that New Orleans must always look to 
Tennessee, Kentuck: . Ohio. &c. for men and provisions 
to protect and feed them in time of war.’ Well, sir, I 
erant this; but what further do they urge? Why, “that 
this road must be made to transport these troops and pro- 
visions upon.’ Now, Mr. Chairman, can it be possible 
that anv man. in his sober senses, and under the influ- 
ence of reason. can, for one moment, entertain the belief 
that, if this road were made, even one soldier, or solitary 
barrel of provisions, from Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, 
or any other State north of those, would travel over it! 
What, sir! bring men from the State of Ohio, across the 
States of Kentacky and Tennessee? Aye, sir, and across 
the Obio river too, with its current teeming with steam- 
boats, ready to waftthe soldiers and provisions to the 
point of destiaation? But no, they must trudge through 
the muds of Kentucky and Tennessee, by marches of 
from ten to fifteen miles per day, tll they intersect this 
road (after crossing navigable and inviting rivers) at Flo- 
rence, Alabama; and then, sir, they will have the peculiar 
advantage of travelling this superb national earthen road, 
from thence te New Qrleans. 

Sir, T invite gentlemen who think despatch and saving 
of time important in military operations, to calculate how 
long it would take troops to get to New Orleans by this 
“national road,’ from Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, &e. 
and compare it with the ease, convenience, and despatch, 
nflorded by steam power on the navigable rivers which 
'pass through those States and empty into the Mississippi. 


ject, sir: 





—_ 
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Sir, it cannot be denied, that troops from any part of 
| Kentucky or Ohio could get to New Orleans by steam- 
boat conveyance, before they could reach Florence, in 
Alabama, the point of intersection with this road. Under 
this view of the cas, sir, the positions laid down by the 
honorable Chairman. (Mr. Hemphill) with regard to the 
“exposed condition” of New Orleans, and the necessity 
of this road, as affording means of defence, fall to the 
ground, and the whole superstructure of argument based 
upon them, fall also. 

Sir, if further arguments were necessary to shew the 
impropriety, nay, the excessive folly, of making this road 


there was a time when New Orleans was “dan 
situated and eminently exposed” - there was a 


iw ays find security in the strong arm ef ber “crris) \ 


peace with the world, and whose policy it is to cultiya, 


eee 
ee — 
ee, 


Ferously 
. : time, sir 
when that city was invaded by a powerful and we}! dis. 


ciplined army; an army, too, stimulated to action by th 
“booty and beauty” which were promised them, "This 
wasa case of great emergency—this was a time of do, 
and dreadful anxiety, but sufficient for the oceasion Wer 
the spirits convened, and hastily convened, for the defo, 
of the city. Yes, sir, an army was convened, defeated 
the enemy, and saved New Orleans. What military road 
sir, made at vast expense of time and treasure, were thos 
troops transported over? None, sir, yet they got to Noy 
Orleans, fought the batiles of their country, and got home 
again; and thus will it be ever, sir’ this country wi) al. 
pigrs.” Dangers may stand thick around them: ther 
only stimulate to exertion. The noblest deeds are done 
upon the most dangerous emergencies, and the glopy of 
achieving them is the strongest incentive to action. ©, 
need I say more? Does the history of all ages that hy, 
gone before us present a solitary example of a nation, , 


Mir 


and maintain those pacific relations, preparing for th 
transportation of troops, by large expenditures of pybjj. 
money, for the construction of roads in this time of pro. 
found peace? But, on the contrary, does not all histor 
prove, that the first generals the world have produced as. 
ed not roads over which to transport troops for the ad 
vancement of their military operations. Sir, let me ad 
what engineers designated the route, or what nation » 
propriated the funds, to construct a passage over ¢ 
Alps tor Hannibal and his Carthagenians, when he pis 
ed his conquests to the very walls of Rome? Or « 
sir, directed Caesar the point at which to pass the Ry 
con, when he pronounced that “the die was cast,” y 
struck the fatal blow at the liberties of bis country? 
But, to «ome down to the present time to things Wi) 
transpired but yesterday, on the ether side of the way 
Sir, did Nicholas tax his subjects to raise a revenye: 
open those passes through the Balkan, over which Dy 
bitsch led that army which shook the Ottoman empire 
itscentre; and which, bad they not been stopped by; 
cific measures, and | might add, sir, by the iaterposing 
of other European powers, jealous of the rising greats 
andl resources of the Russian empire, the Christian | 
would this day have been waving on the walls of ( 
stantinople? Sir, itis by the energy of powerful « 
and capable commanders, that armies are led to vic' 
and glorious achievements; not by roads, for they mg 
lead to deteat as well as victory. And here let me rem 
that those facilities to military operations are always o 
cupied by the strongest, and such a work might prov 
curse, instead of a blessing, (as was proven, said ag 
tleman standing near Mr. Carson, (Mr. Davis, of 5. ( 
upon the Bladens! Yes, sir, resur 
Mr. C. but | would rather lose the argument aflord 
the mention of that disagreeable subject, than woe 
the pride of the Hlouse by recalling their recollect 
to if. 

The “Trawnsporrarion or Tue Mari” is the nesta 
last consideration to which [ shall ask the attention ol! 
Committee. 

[ feel, Mr. Chairman, that my strength is failing 
foo much to go into this branch of the subject to the ev 
I had desired. I will lay it down as my opinion, bow: 
that the framers of tne Constitution did not intend by 
words “establish Post Offices and Post Roads.” to ' 
the power to construct roads, &c. but only meant! 
Congress should designate the roads over which thes 
should be carried, and the points at which it stioul 
opened, I shall not attempt an argument, Sir, to pi 
the correctness of this construction, but it beimg mitt 
is sufficient fo govern me. 

The first inquiry which suggests itself with rega 
the expediency of constructing this road for the trans 
tation of the mail,is, dees any necessity or impesit 
exist to the transportation of the mail, which requ! 
application of this sum of money to remove or! 
dy? 

Has the Post Office Department complained of a* 
of facilities in this particular, and asked the constr 
ofa road atour hands? Or have they even suggeste 
propriety of the appropition of any sum of mone! 
purposes of the kind? 

Sir, they have not; but upon the contrary, we 4 
formed by the very able report of the distinguished ¢ 
man who presides over that Department, that the la 
are now ample, and will be increased as the means 0 
Department will justify, or the public interest shall re 
Sir, Laskthe attention of the committee while [ rea 
of that report, which treats of the very subject now ° 
consideration. 

(Mr. C. read the following extract from the Rep 
the Post Master General:! 

“The mail communication between New Orleans 
the Seat of the General Government, by way of Mobi« 
Montgomery, in Alabama, and Augusta, in Georg! 
from the commencement of the ensuing year, be et 
three times a week, affording comfortable convey: 
for travellers, and the whole trip performed in the pf 
of two weeks, each way, threugh the capitals of Vig 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georg)a. 

“Lines of four horse post-coaches will also be ¢ 
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operations in the Southern section ef the Union. Sir, 


rence to the history of our last war, particularly in the) 


lished from the first day of January next, iow Ala 
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to keep @ regular and certain intercourse between the | 
Western States and New Orieaus Memphis being a point | 
on the Mississippi to which steamboats can come at all | 
ceasons of the year: it being contemplated to extend this 
line to New Orleans by steamboats, so soon as the means 
»f the Department will justily, and the public interest 
shall require To give great utility to this improvement, 
kly line of coaches will also be established at the 


a wee : : , 
ame time, from Florence, in Alabama, (where it will con- 
s 





nect with the line from Huntsville) to Bolivar, in Tennes- 


som Nashville to Memphis ” 


Does not this 


-onort also prove, that steam navigation wil! supersede 
ads for ali purposes, wherever it can find Water for the 


The despatch and quickness of steam- 


x 
Now, sir, What more can be required: 


ré 
heats to rub Of. 


f 


with most expedition, because of the advantages of steam 
newer, Str, does not this speak volumes against the ex- 
; : | 

penditure of public money upon roads, when it must be 


manifest that they never would be travelied for the pur- 


noses pretended here as the strong reasons tor construct- | 
} i 
} 


vethem? Sir. it may be possible that, with regard to 


natch and saving of time, a direct road from this place 
? 


~* 


9 the Mississippi river, thence by steam-boats to New | 


(rieans, would be the best. But. Sit, taking this as grant- 
ed, if does not prove the ne cessify of our constructing a 
road for the purpose. 
maiis now transported irom this to Nashville, Tennes- 
oe, seven times a week, in post coaches, at a cost of up- 
wards of $34,000 per annum; and this line, sir, as we see 
irom the report just read, is to be continued three times a 
week to Memphis, and from thence to New Orleans, by 
team-boats. Sir, what more is wanting’ or what more, 
i modesty, can be asked? 

[ shall now turn my attention to the relative merits of 
‘he diflerent routes, and, if this road is to be made, I think 
| can shew the propriety of selecting the most direct prac- 

cable route. 

For all purposes, sir, connected with the transportation 
{the mail, the saving of time, cost of construction, dis- 
ance, &e. the most “direct praclu able roule.” as propos- 
ed by the amendment I had the honor to lay upon your 

ble some days since, and which was printed by order of 


the House. and which [I shall oflerto the committees, beiore |! 


| take my seat, is certainly the ; referable one. 
I lav down. then, as incontrovertible facts, that the 
sute F propose will be better, the cost of construction 
<<, the distance less, and the number of inhabitants ac- 
mmodated much greater. 
Now. sir. if I establish these positions, what member 
in refuse to vote for the amendment, whether he be for 
r against the bill? 
The gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Isacks) has clear- 
established the correctness of my three first positions, 
sto the goodness, cost, and distance.) and the engineers 
o made the reconnoisance of the diflerent routes have 
sroved the fourth, (the number of inhabitants to be ac- 
mmodated.) The gentieman from Teunessee, (Mr. 
sacks) said, (and I truly thank bim for the argument) 
thaton the east of the mountains we hada fine level sur- 
face; that nature,in ber works, had been kind to us, we 
ad nothing to do but to throw up a little sand, aud we 
had fine roads, &c. With him, he said, and his constitu- 
nts, and the people along the route selected, it was very 
ferent; they tad mountains and limestone to contend 
‘h, and natural obstructions, which required the hand of 
wt to alter, and render them in a condition for the use 
nd advantage of the country, &c. &c. and, therefore, the 
estern route was the proper one. Ip answer to this ar- 
cument I bave nothing to offer, the gentleman has grant- 
‘all Lask—nay, more, sir, I did not intend to dispar- 
age his route, by portraying the lofty mountains, and the 
guantities of limestone, which it would cost millions to 
iiakea road over, but enlv meantto urge what cannot be 
oned, that the direct route is unquestionaly the nearest; 
itthe east side of the mountains afforded abundant ma- 
rials for the construction of a road; that the surface 
was better, and the graduation more easy, than on the 
west side of the mountains; and that the cost of construc- 
‘ion would be much I-ss. Sir. the engineers support me 
i those positions; and what they have failed to do, has 
been abundantly supplied by the gentleman from Tennes- 
‘ee, (Mr. Isacks.) With regard to the population, sir, to be 
accommodated by this road, [beg leave to read from the 
report of the engineers, the same as before recited page 22: 
“Leaving out the States (say the engineers) of Louis- 
‘ma and Mississippi, and the District of Columbia, the 
Slates accommodated directly, by the eastern and mid- 
u® (or direct. as I propose) routeavill be icensus of 1820) 


? 


oe. at Which point i will form a junction with the line |this report. 1 will 

a * } " . ; ‘ ‘ 

\that due reference shall be paid to his route, \ Western 
‘ 


| 
! 
heat passage from Memphis to New Orleavs, bas drawn | both directly, and indire: tly, by this route, 


ne attention of the Postmaster General to that point; and | Virvinia, 
tic already viewed as the route which can be travelled | 








irginia, the population of which is 1.065.336 |this bill, that eational considerations were the causes 
North Carolina. do 638.829 | which induced them to report this bill, and to make the 
South Carolina, do 502,741 | selection they have done for the location of the road? 
Leorgia, do 840.989 Sir, nalional considerations have nothing to do with it; 
Alabama, do 127,901 | it is the olispriu.g of a combination, based upon local cou- 
siderations, for the accommodation of gentlemen who 
Making 2,675,826 | compose part of the committee, and through whese dis- 


This, Mr. Chairman, shews a difference in favor of the 
direct route, of 1,059,746 of a populatien to be accommo- 
dated by this read. 

|Here Mr. Brain, of Tennessee, requested Mr. C. to 
read turther from the report, with regard to the States 
that would be indirectly, as well as directly, accommo- 
dated, | 

Mr. C. resumed, [ am requested, Mr: Chairman, by my 
honorable friend from Tennessee, | Mr. B.| I say my friend, 
sir, because LAnow him to be so, to read further trom 
o so, sir, and | assure my friend 


rote, 
But, (say the engineers) if we add Kentucky and Geor- 
} 


>. : . . ; 
gia, whieh will be indirectly accommedated by the west- 


ern route. we shall have tor the ¢ »pulation accommodated, 


e aan 
OOD. of 


lennessee, 22.813 
Alabama, 27.901 


964.517 


§$40.989 


Kentucky. 
Georgia, 





Baocaad 
Total 2.521.386” 


Now, sir, even with the addition of the population of | 


the State of Kentucky. which they say is to be «wdirectly 


accommodated, there is a balance stillin favor of the 


s* . ’ ; . 
lderecl rouie. of a P ypulation directly accommodated, ot | 
| 154,440 
Roads are already made. The’ 


But, Sir, why does my friend from Tennessee (Mr. 
| Biair 
| Does he not know Sir. that Ke: t icky cannot be 
ted, either directly or indirectly, by tms road: And does 


press this mdirect consideration upon the tlouse? 


pOuewidi- 


~— 


he not further know, Sir, that the State of Kentucky (t! 


| would never have heen mentioned, if it had not been to 
etlect political results, favorable to the men in power 
j}when this report was made? Sir, does not my friend re- 
‘coliect who was Secretary of Slate at that time, and the 
‘exertions made to continge his influence and controu! 
over the State of Kentacky? Was not every branch of 
ithe “American System,” Sir, brought to bear upon her, 
‘and particularly this branch of internal improvement? 


| Sir. those were the causes which produced this report, 
lor the name of Kentucky would never have been men- 
tioned. 


|precedent” was threatened, and every nerve was exerted 


But the times were dangerous, the “line of safe 


o arrest tae blow; but all would not do, Sir; the line was 
, broken, and it is matter of deep surprise, Sir, to see those 


|who gave their aid in producing the result, now using the 
isame flimsy, futile and disingenuous arguments, which 
| were resorted to by those persons, wth a hope of contisu- | 
jing their power, merely to effect seclional objects, or with | 
ja view ol producing benetits to themselves and their con- 
stituents. 

The gentleman from Tennessee, | Mr. Biair) also said, 
| Sir, that uohing had ever been dope to advance the inte- 
rests of his constituents, or his State, 2y this Government. 
| Sir, the gentleman has surely forgotten that four hundred 
itnousand acres of land in Alabama. equal to 600,000 dol- 
lars, were appropriated bv this Government los the open- 
ing of acanal round the Muscle Shoals, on the Tennessee 
river; and that the completion of that work would admit 
sleam navigation into East Tennessee. One steamboat 


has already, Sir, been (as [ am informed) so high up the !. 


Holston as a place called the Beat Yard, which is in the | 
district of my honorable frinnd. (Mr. B.) 4 
Mr. €. and said th@ boat had 

only ascended as wgh as Kuoxville 
Il thank the gentleman for the correction, Sir, I bad | 
mistaken the poit, but it does not weaken the argument, | 


| . , ; j . ! 
Mr. Blair here corrected 








iflor the streams leading from the district re presented Dy 
’ 4 9 ‘f } | ; — i 
I that gentleman to Knoxville are bavigable anu Doats daliy 
passing thein. 
aear Aoing Vil. 
y . : **) . oat tus r . P 7 } . “eeicl 
iWZitia, While Conversing with the Vice resident and 


bigiy intellizent rentleman who re des 





some other genilemen, “that he had started at one time 


} 





meutol the gentleman from Tennessee, which reiate d to 


ithe vansportation of salt from the salt wells in Virginia. 


; , ' ‘ : 
Certainiv, Siro it thes road were made, no one Would think ; 


vol transporting salt by wagons, incurring the eXpense vl 


jteams, &e. which could not haul more than ten barrels at) 


| 
could send one hundred barrels by vne 


talk of those considerations, Sir, which 
They should 


most, when th 
boat. But wi 
are merely sectional in their character? 
have no bearmeg in this case, Sir. if indeed, the work is 
National. But, Sir, who will say. after witnessing the 
whole proceeding of the committee which introduced 


ey 
iV 


S é . ° 
The States directly accommodated by the westera route, | triets this road is to run; and the location fixed on was 


will be 
Virginia, 
Tennessee, 
Alabama, 


for their accommodation, not for the nation. Yet, sir, we 


1,065,336 | are called on now to appropriate millions of the public 
422.813 | money; (2.225.000 dollars is the sum wanted fer the pres- 
127,901 


ent) to promote the interests of certain sections of the 





Making 


country, and to subserve the views of combined interesis 





1,6 16,080 | upon this floor. 


Why, Sir. Wwe ies 


| heard atact stated the other day. by ai, 


lorty boats, each containing one hundred barrels of salt, | 
pone a pout on the North fork of the Holston River. fit- | 
tee miles above Abington, which salt was probably to | 
supply North Alabama, and part of Fennessee. [ men- | i 
tion this iact, Sir. as an answer to taat part of the argnu- ledows 





Sir, | say combined; and, if any have doubted the fact 
before, has not the introduction of this bill. tor a lateral 
route, leading from “Zanesville, Ohio, to pass through 
Lexington, Ken. Nashville, Tenn. and to intersect this 
road at Florence, Alab.,” put the seal upon the arrange- 
ment, and ceveloped the whole matter, in bold relief, be- 
lore every eye not blinded by interest, or other motive? 


Sir, but look who compose the Committee whe produ- 
ced these bills. See the Statesthev are from. and the sec- 
frons of States they represent,” then couple the rvutes and 
circumstances together, and tell me sir. if there is room 
left to entertain a doubt asto the causes whieh have pro- 
duced the effect. eet of combi- 
nation oo turther, lest the feelings ef some personal triends 


Sir, | will push this sub 


[ desist, theretor:. Sir. not 
that | fear the eontest. or doubt the resuits, but tor the 
reason jus! mentioned. 


mizht not escape unscathed. 


Mr. Chairman, I have endeavored to shew that the con- 
siderations ure d by the s ipporters ot this foal] did not ex-— 
t, or at least did not exist to that extent which required 
it our hands the application of the rt bhe money Hlow 
Sir, in my feeble etlort, I must leave 
io he decided by those who have been so indulgent as te 
favor me with a hearing. 


i* 


' 


tarl have succeede: . 


BR al all ¢] , ' j 
pt, SIT, above all the reasons which ive been urged 


jagaimst the expenditure of public mo at this time, is 
there not vet another, which should ik deep upen the 
minds of the trends and supporters of our present ttlustri- 
‘ous Chiet Mactstrat Sir, does i) neo stand Die ¥ d oO 
\this nation to pav of the tibhie debt, and to exhibit the 


proud and supiime spectacic to the world, oj a nation out of 
t 


deot’? winch, indeed, sir, woudd be “something new under 


leed by his 


iriends, in antici- 


ie sun; —and was he not ple« 
pation, to efieet this desirable, this umportant object! What 
suid they, sir? Whi, elect the plain old republican, Andrew 
Jackson: he will brine “order out of chaos;” he will restore 
y, will pay off the national debt, and re- 

cesstties of high tarnifs,&e. And what 
men doing, who were foremost in exciting 


republican simplicit 
eve us from the ne 
ure those very 
those expectations, and pledging him for those results’ 
e them willing, hay urgent, to squander 
millions of money, because pe rchanee their tinmediate dis- 
iricts may receive 


~ 


some little benefit. Sir, in my opinion, 
yas @ man anxiously desirous to fulfil the just 
xpectations of his friends, and to advance the eeneral in- 
Andrew Jackson is that man. But, 
goon in the manner we have started, how can he 
charge those obiigations, and meet the expectations of 


itt American peop 


rest of this nation, 


is not every dollar, sir, which we appropriate bevond the 
Iirrent expenses of the year, so much of the monev which 
vould otherwise go to the payment of the debt of the na- 


e appropriate these two millions and a Quar- 
ee: we an as ° . 
ier, where will the surplus be, or where any money, except 


the Sinking Fund, to apply to the payment of our public 
debt! av, sir, the Sinking Fuad, also, is to be broken 
in upon: that secred guarantee pledged to the creditors of 
the nation, must be taken, also, and distributed among the 
; of education. [Here Mr. Isacks said 
of any such intention on the part of any 
Vir. C. resumed. 


Laies lor purpos 
he was not aware 
one. | [ allude to the resolution, sir. 
passed by this House, iastructing a Committee to bring in 
i bill for the distribution of the nett proceeds of the sale of 
Public Lands among the States for purposes of education; 


and, sir, those jands were solemnly pledged by this Govern- 


‘ynent to its creditors, and belong to the Sinking Fund, and 
isheuld not be touched tll every farthing of the obligation 


is discharged. 

| Mr. sacks said he did not vote for the resolution. }— 
Nor did Ll cnarge the gentleman, sir. ] only speak of what 
is going on, and the efeet 1t will have upon the admimistra- 
iou; and | mst further tell the gentlemen from Tennes- 
see, (Messrs. Blair and Isacks,) that if they desired (which 
i know they cdo ot.) to ruin and blast forever the hard 
ined fame of that best of men, who upon all occasions 


ris proved hrs disinterested des 


— ' 


? 
110n to his Country, and to 
‘ — . ; . ? ; on 4 
Ms irtenas, iia ties Cowl | no. have fall i upon at better 


ian than this, of appropriating money, leaving him power- 
4 that which he stands 


t * @> 


<s and without the means ei dot 


prepared to hear lum exclaim, as did Ce- 
+ 


was struck by, as he thought, his best friend) 


isar (when ihe 
“ond you too, my son!” Will | 


Vv bind him in fetters, and 
fing. to the mecrev ol his 
jical enemies, who would glory in the spectacle? Sir, it | 


| believed them prepared for this, the line of s« paration should 


j 

| ; , } 
tleave him mangled, and ble HoOjIt- 
; 
; 


be eternally drawn between themand me. Sir, I support. 
ed the election of General Jackson, because I believed 
him honest and meritorious, and } shall support bis adimuin- 
‘istration, sir, because now Jf 
will realize the expectations of his fry 
jnation, if his friends Aere, by ticir misguided poncy, do not 
jprevent him. Sir, my strength has failed me, lam done— 
‘IT only ask leave to tender my thanks to the Committee. 


' 


1 is on your table. 


, . . 
vipm to be so—and he 


“ils throughout the 
} 


and to offer the amendment wii 


———_ 


| Vlaine. 


| This route passes directly through the districts represented by 
| Messrs. Craig, of Va. and Biair, of Tenn. The Jateral route from 
, Zanesville, Ohio, and passing through Kentucky, is Messrs Vinton 
‘and Letcher’s part of tne system. The Buffalo end passes through 
Pennsylvania, the State which the Honorable Chairman, Mr. Hemp- 


' 
: 


‘hill, is from. 


*The Committee on Internal lmprovement iscomposed of Messrs. 
Hemphill, ef Pa. Chairman, Biatr, of Tenn. Haynes, of Geo. Letch- 
-er, of Ky. Vinton, of Ohio, Craiz, of Virginia, and Butman, oi 
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TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS. 


FIRST SESSION. 





Frirpay, May 7. 

SENATE.—The bill for the relief of certain officers 
and soldiers of the Virginia State line during the revolu- 
tionary war, was considered in committee of the whole, on 
Mr. Barron's motion, and it being amended, was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time—3)) to 4. 

[Before this question was taken, Mr. ‘Tyter explained 
the object of the bill to be, to provide for the oflicers and 
soldiers of the Virginia State line during the Revolutiona- 
ry war, in the same manner as had been done for those on 
“Continental Establishment,” by a grant ot land, &c. 

Mr. Henpricks was opposed to extending the privilege 
to the persons to whom warrants for land may be granted 
under this act to locate them in Indiana, and therefore mov- 
ed to strike out the word “Indiana; which, after some re- 
marks from Mr. Nose, in support of the amendment, was 
rejected, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. | 

On motion by Mr. Benton, the engrossed bill to gradu- 
ate the price of the public lands, &c. was resumed, and af- 
ter the two blanks in the 4th section were filled, with tven- 
ly-five cents and fifty cents, 

Mr. Foor moved to refer the bill to the Commi-stoner 
of the General Land Office, with instructions to report at 
the next session, the quantity of land in each district, which 


has been offered for sale and remains unsold; the length of 


time the same fas been in market, and subject to entry at 
private sale at the minimum price---the quantity and value 


of the land, and the prospects of s¢ tilement, the number of 


land offices in which no sales have been made during the 
last or previous years; and what will be the efiect of this 
bill upon the present land system, and upon the revenue 
arising from the sales of public lands; which motion was 
rejected by Yeas and Nays---8 to 37. 

Before this question was decided, considerable disecus- 
sion arose, in which chiefty the details of the bills were op- 
posed by Messrs. Foor, Weasrer, Dickerson, and SpRacuer; 
and defended by Messrs. Kanr, Henpricks, Woopsury, 
McKuintey, Barton, Nosie, and Exuwts. 

The bill was then passed by Yeas and Nays, 24 to 
follews: 

Y eas---Messre. Adams, Barton, Benton, Bibb, Brown, 
Ellis, Forsyth, Grundy, Havne, Hendricks, Iredell, Jehn- 
ston, Kane, King, Livingston, Mchinley, McLean, Noble, 
Rowan, Ruggles, Tazewell, Troup, White, W oodbury---24. 

Navys---Messrs. Barnard, Bell, Burnet, Chase, Clayton, 
Dickerson, Dudley, Foot, Frelinghuysen, Holmes, Knight, 
Marks, Naudain, Robbins, Sanford, Seymour, Silsbee, 
Smith, of S. C., Sprague, Tyler, Webster, Willey---22. 

The title was amended to read “An act to reduce the 
price of a portion of the public lands heretofore in market, 
and to grant a preference to actua! setilers.” 

The Senate then resumed the unfinished business oi 
Tuesday last, on the bill to re-organize the Navy of th 
United States; and the motion to till the blank in the first 
section, (caused by the votes of the Senate striking out *s1x 
‘rear admirals,”) with the words “one vice and two rear ad- 
mirals,” being under consideration--- 

Mr. Hayne rose and replied to the objections raised to 
the amendment by Mr. Tazewell and others, when last un- 
der consideration. 

Mr. Barnarp opposed the amendment, and argued ai 
considerable length to shew that the oflice of Acmuiral in 
the Navy of the United States, is unnecessary and inexpe- 
dient. 

Mr. Tazewe tt replied to Mr. Hayne, and by new argn- 
ments endeavored to sustain the soundness of his furmer 
objections to the expediency or policy of creating such an 
office as Admiral in time of peace. 


+)-) 


Af ‘hich Mr. Liwrneston rose to address the Senate, | ' " 
After which M ' ‘ment on the subject,and would only ask tor the veas and 


but gave way to a motion by Mr. flayne to adjourn, which 
was carried; and 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE..--Mr. Verptanck, from the Committee 
Wavs and Means, submitted sundry papers in relation to 
application for an appropriation for continuing the 
al road in Ohio, Westwardly, from Columbus, 
and recommended, on the behalf of the committee, that the 
said appropriation be made; which papers were committed. 

Mr. Burman, by direction of the Committee on Titer- 
nal Improvement, moved that the Comiittee of the Whole 
House, to which is committed the bill authorizing a sub- 
eeription of stock in the Farmington and Hampden and 
Hamopsinre Canal Companies, be discharged from that sub- 
ect. and that the said bill be committed to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union; which mo- 
tion was disagreed to by the Hous ° 

Co 
louse re 
‘ 


mmerce and Neri ion. 
The sumed the consideration of the bill to 
mend the mows eonecriing navigation and imposts. 

Mr. Wayne concluded his remarks in support of the bill. 
Vr. “rrone expressed his intention of submitting his 
wson the subject, but as the hour had nearly expired, 
he would, by permission of the House, defer until to-mor- 
row what he had to sav. 

The bill was then laid by, and the resolution moved by 
Mr. Carson, on the 3d instant, calling on the Secretary of 
the Navy for certain information relative to the suspended 
account of Miles hing, late Navy agent at Norfolk, in Vir 
einia, wus taken up. 

Mr. Wurrrtesey moved to amend the said resolution, 
by adding thereto the following, viz: 

“Or the Commissioners of the Navy, with the Secretary 


« 


! 
{i 
‘* 





a 


of the Navy, or with Mr. King, or with the 4th Auditor, or 


between the 4th Auditor and the Secretary of the Navy, or 
Mr. King, or the Commissioners of the Navy; or any cor- 
respondence between any of the aforesaid parties, touching 
any item in the accounts of the said M. King with the Na- 
vy Department, that may have been suspended by the said 
fourth Auditor; or any correspondence between the said 
fourth Auditor and any other person upon the subject of Mr. 
King’s accounts. 

“And also, a statement of the sum due from John B. 
Timberlake, late purser in the Navy, to the government, as 
reported by the fourth Auditor, or as the same appears on 
the books of the Department, if no report has been made, 
together with copies of all vouchers presented, which have 
been reyected or suspended, with the reasons of such reyec- 
tion or suspension. And also, comes of all correspondence 
iit his possession, o* subject to his order, which may have 
passed between the Secretary of the Navy and purser Tim- 
berlake, or betwee: the Secretary of the Navy and any oth- 
er person, or between any other person and the said Tim- 
berlake, in relation to any monies in bis the said ‘Tiumber- 
lake’s hands, or to be put into the said Timberlake’s hands; 
or that relates to tho investment of money i lands, 
houses, or other property in the eity of Washington, or im 
stocks in Washingtca or elsewhere, by the said ‘Timber- 
lake, or by any other person for him, or by any other per- 
son on the joint account of himself and said ‘Timberlake, 


or other person. 

“Also a statement of the sum due from Lieut. Robert 
tandolph, to the goverument, while a purser in the Navy, 
as reported by the present 4th Auditor,---together with a re- 
port stating whetherthe said Rendolph’s account was not, 
at one period, closed and balanced, and if so, where, and 
whether it was not atterwards re-opened and re-examined, 
and a balance found ogainst him: and if so, the amount of 
the aecount was re-opened and re- 
examined, and on v hat ce it was re-opened---and 
that the Secretary of the Navy lay hefore the House, copies 
of such evidence, and copir s of all vouchers in his posses- 
et to his manner connected with 
vies of all correspondence in his pos- 
his order, which may have passed be- 
tween him and said Randolph, or between the 4th Auditor 
and said Randolph, or hetween any other persons, in rela- 
tion to said account connected therewith, or from which it 
emanated.” 

The emendment being read, 

Vir. Ramsay move: that the resolution and the amend- 
ment be laid en the tble. 

Mr. Carson requested Mr. R. to withdraw his motion a 
short tine to give him an oppertuntty for explanation. 

Mr. Ramsay said hic could not consent to withdraw the 
motion. 

Mr. Carson then demanded the yeas and nays on thic 
question; and they were ordered. 

Mr. Isacks begged his friend from Penn. to withdraw 
the motion, and permit an explanation to be made. 

Mr. Ramsay was sorry he could not indulge his friends 
in their request on this occasion; but he thought it his duty 
to nahere to his motion, and prevent any debate on the sub- 
ject. 

The question was then put on the motion to lay the res- 
olution on the table, and decided in the negative, ayes 1S, 
noes 149, 

The engrossed bill “providing for the settlement of the 
aecounts gf certain diplomatic functionaries,” was read the 
third time? 

Mr. Wickuirrre observed, that the bill sanctioned a prin- 


any 


such balance, and Wii 


CViGcen 


sion, or sub) order, in am 
. " 
snid account: and es 


sessjon, or subrect to 


‘ciple, in relation to the accounts of Mr. Lawrence, late 
4 harge d°Affaires at London, which he could not give his 


eonsent to; but he would not detain the House with argu- 


nha\s On the pussupe of the by li. 


.) | ; 
| moving to postpone the bil! 
au 


“ j agreed to. 
votlon- | 


in that State, | 


| 





Mr. Potk made some remarks in explanation of the point 
objected to by Mr. W., and concluded, as the Chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations was not present, by 
| to Monday; which motien was 


Mr. Mallary moved that the rule of the House which sets 
apart Friday and Saturday of each week, for the considera- 
tion of private bills or business of a private or local nature, 
be suspended for thisdey; which motion was agreed to. 

The Tarif’ Laws. 

The House then again resolved itself into a committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union, Mr. Polk 
in the Chair, and took up the bill to amend an act in addi- 
tion to the several acts Imposing duties on imports. 

Mr. Youne, of Connecticut, addressed the Committee 
an hour in opposition to the amendment offered by Mr. Me- 
Dutlie. 

Mr. Campre ene followed, ina speech of the same length 
in an examination of the bill, to show that it was inade- 
quate to the object proposed; also, in reply to some of the 
views expressed by Mr. MeDufiie on the one hand, and 
Mr. Davis on the other. 

Mr. Bares, of Massachusetts, spoke a short time in re- 
ply to some of the remarks of Mr. Cambreleng. 

Mr. Evrrerr, of Massachusetts, next rose and addressed 
the Committee more than an hour, in reply to Mr. McDutflie 
and Mr. Cambreleng, and in a general argument on the 
subject of debate. At 4 o'clock he gave way for a motion 
for the Committee to rise, which prevailed, and 

The House adjourned. a 

Saturpay, May 8. 
SENATE.—Mr. Liviyesron presented the petition of 


aie 





0p ee nea =e ae 
Francis B. Ogden, now Consul of the United States a 
Liverpool, stating that he is desirous of uniting his i 
provement in the Steam Engine, with the invention of 
John Braithwaite, and John Ericson, of Great Britain of 
a mode of converting liquid into steam, and praying that 
a joint patent may be issued to them accordingly; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. Grunpy moved that the Senate take up for con. 
sideration the resolution to rescind the order Passed 
in January, for a subscription to the compilation of docy. 
ments proposed to be edited and published by Gales 
Seaton. 

Mr. Jounsrox, of Louisiana, hoped that the Subject 
might be deferred until the return of a Senator of Mary. 
land, (Mr. Cuamuers who had expressed an earnest de. 
sire to be present when this subject should be ayain dis. 
cussed, for the purpose of disabusing bimself in reference 
to the misrepresentations which had been published respect. 
ing bis arguments and statements on this subjeet on forme: 
oecasions. As that gentlemen would be in his place by 
Monday or Tur sday, it would produce but little delay to 
deter the subject till then. 

Mr. Grunpy persisted in his motion, and it prevailed 
by the easing vote ef the Vice Presipenr He they 
proceeded to make some statements and remarks in Sup- 
port of the resolution; af er which, 

Mr. Wernsvex, for the reasons which had been stated 
by Mr Jonnsrox, moved to lay the resolution on the table. 
which motion was negatived, 

Messrs. Woopsrry and Grunpy having made some re. 
inarks against further delay, 

M r. HoumeEs moved to postpone the subject to Tuesday. 
but at the suggestion of Mr. Wensrer, changed his mo- 
tion to Monday; on which motion Mr. Grunpy called fo, 
the yeas and nays, but beiore they were taken, Mr. Wes- 
STER moved to lay the resolution on the table, and on this 
motion Mr. G. also called for tne yeas and nays, which 
veing faken, the motion to lay on the table was negatived, 
aves 21, noes 22 

The question then recurring on Mr. Hotmes* motion to 
postpone the subject till Monday, it prevailed by the fol- 
iowing vote: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Barnard, Barton, Bell, Burnett, Chase, 
Clayton, Foot, Frelinghuysen, Holmes, Johnston, Knight, 
Livingsion, Marks, Naudain, Noble, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Seymour, Silsbee, Smith, of S. C. Sprague, Webster, 
Willey—2s 

Nays.— Messrs. Adams, Benton, Bibb, Brown, Dicker- 
son, Dudley, Ellis, Forsyth, Grundy, Hayne, Hendricks, 
Iredell, Kane, King, MeKinley, McLean. Sanford, Taze- 
well, Troup, Tyler, White, Woodbury—22. 

The bill for the relief of certain officers and soldiers 
of the Virginia State line during the Revolutionary war, 
was rea! the third time, passe 1, and sent to the House of 
Representatives for concurrence. 

The following bills were severally ordered to be en- 
grossed fora third reading, viz: 

The bill to establish a port of delivery at Delaware 
City. 

The bil! to repeal the proviso, in “An act to authorize 
masters of vessels, in certain cases, to clear out either at 
the Custom House of Petersburg, or that of Richmond.” 


Sunday Mails. 

On motion by Mr. Fretincuvysen, the resolution submit- 
tedby him on the 10th March last, and subsequently laid on 
the table, “toinstruct the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads to report a bill repealing so much of the act 
on the regulation of post offices as requires the delive- 
rv of letters, packets and papers on the Sabbath, and fur- 
ther to prohibit the transportation of the mail on that 
day,” wes resumed, and an interesting debate arose, in 
which Mr. Fretincuvysex advocated, and Mr. Livive- 
STON opposed the resolution; after which it was laid on 
the table 

The Senate adjourned. 


— 








-Vavigation Laws. 


HOUSE.—The bill to amend the Navigation Laws o! 
the United States, was then taken up and discussed until 
the close of the allotted hour. 

Mr. Srrone, who had possession of the floor, addressed 
the House in opposition to the measure; but the hour ex- 
pired before the conclusion of his observations. 

Public Lands. 

A bill from the Senate, to reduce the price of a portioa 
of the Public Lands, was read and committed to the Com- 
mittee en Public Lands. 


Duties on Imports. 
The House, on motion of Mr. Mattary, then went in- 
to a Committee of the Whole on the State of the Union, 
Mr. Pork in the Chair, on the bills regulating certain du- 
ties on imposts. 
Mr. Everrrr, of Massachusetts, concluded his re 
marks in vindication of the policy of the bill. . 
Mr. Marrary deprecated any further delay in coming 
to a decision upon the subject. He bad studiously avoid- 
ed taking any part in the discussion that had grown out 
of it, for he was convinced that a continuance of long 
speeches would be detrimental to the interests of both the 
acricultvrist and the manufacturer. He (Mr. Manary) 
was anxious to provide for the common welfare of each; 
and he would go half way—indeed be would go ninety- 
nine rods ovt of a hundred, to attain that object. 





Mr. Dravron next addressed the House at length, i* 
oppesition to the bill. 
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nment. 

0 DENNY suppurted the bill, and argued in favor of 
3 protecting system, which, he contended, was indispensa- 
ply necessary to ensure the permanent prosperity of the 
ir, BURGES moved that the Committee rise. 

' he motion was negatived by a vote of 77 to 57. 

Tie question was then called for. It was upon the 
amendment proposed by Mr. McDuvrrir, ) 

Mr. McDurrie observed, that if any gentlemen felt dis- 
josed to address the Committee upon the measure belore 
them, that he had better do so now. He (Mr. Me Dr PFIE) 
would, for that purpose, willingly waive the right of reply, 
yntil the end of the discussion by others. He would wait, 
‘tdeemed necessary, until midnight lor the purpose of pas- 
sing the bill through the commitiee, which it was necessa- 
ry should be done this day. He trusted that gentlemen 
“ould, in this instance, act according to Parliamentary 
cave, aod give ulterance to their opinions with respect to 
the amendment submitted to them, previous to his reply to 
he objections urged against it. : 7 
Mr. Ramsay then resumed the motion for the commit- 
eto rise. Upon a division, there appeared ayes 61, 
poes SI. a 

The committee, therefore, again refused to rise. 
Mr. Borers thought that, at that hour, (nearly 5 o’clock, 
» gentleman having amght to speak, should be torced 
nto the discussion. For bis own part, he {Mr. BJ re- 
opved his right to deliver his sentiments upon the mea- 
veatany future period, 
Mr. Carson: As it appears, “to speak or not to speak, 
at is the question,” I shall move tha, the committee rise. 
Upon a division, the motion was carried by a vote of 
res 74, noes 67. 
“The committee rose and reported, and 
On motion of Mr. Poix, the House adjourned. 





Monpbay, May 10. 

SENATE.—Mr. Barnarp presented a memorial from 
sumber of the inhabitants of the State of Pennsylvania 
favor of removing all the Indians within the limits of 
» several States and Territories of the United States, to 
e country West of the Mississippi, which was laid on 
e tanle. ‘ 

The resolution from the House of Representatives, fix- 
g the time of adjournment, was taken up; and 

Mr. McKintey moved to strike out “seventeenth day 
May next,” for the purpose of inserting Sist day of 
ay inst. 
Mr. Nosie thought it premature to fix a day for an 
iournment of Congress, until it was ascertained whether 
e impeachment of Judge eck would be acted on during 
e present session, and, therefore, moved to lay the reso- 
ion and proposed amendment on the table which was 
reed to. 

Turnpike road to Fredericktown. 

Qo motion by Mr. Smrru, of Md. the vill authorizing a 
bscription of stock in the Washington and Rockville 
mpike road company, Was resumed. 
After a short debate, the bill was ordered to be engross- 
fora third reading by the following vote: Yeas 27, 
vs 19. 
) Tea and Coffee. 
Qo motion by Mr. Kune, the bill from the House of 
presentatives, “to reduce the duties on collee, tea, and 
a,” was taxen up in Committee of the Whole, with 
amendments of the Committee on Finance of the Sea- 
thereto. 
The first of these amendments, proposing a reduction 
ikeduty on salt, from 20 to 10 cents the bushel, was 
sosed by Mr. Marks, on the ground that as the same pro- 
ton had been rejected by the House o1 Represeuta- 
+, in the progress of the bill there, it was not probable 
tany change of sentiment had taken place on the sub- 
‘since, and thought that the only effect of anv amend- 
tto the bill, at this late stage of the session, woul! be 
defeat it. 
After some remarks by Mr. Hayne, in favor of, and by 
Susper, Mr. Surru, of Md. and Mr. Jounsron, against 
amendment, 
Mr.Grunpy moved to lay the subject on the table, in 
erthat the Senate might ; roceed to the business spe- 
ly assigned for this day; which motion was negatived 
yeasand nays, 19 to 28. 

lr, Hommes renewed the motion to lay the bill on the 
le forthe purpose of considering Executive business, 
«bhe thought would occupy the Uae of the Senate 
a short time, when the bill might be resumed; and 

motion having prevailed, the remainder of the day 
‘spentin Executive business. Some time after four 
ck, The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE—The Speaker took the Chair at ten 
ck, pursuant to the order of the House of Thursday 





Bank of the United States. 

".Porrer, of N. C. by leave of the House, offered 
‘lowing resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Constitution of the United 
‘ confers no power on Congress to establish a Cor- 
tion with authority to manufacture money out of pa- 
‘nd circulate the same within the limits of any of the 

















Raolved, That if such power existed in Congress, 
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to the extent coutemplated in the present charter of the 
bank of the United States. 

3. Resolved, That the paper money,or banking system 
generally, is, in its tendency, ruinous to the interests of la- 
bor, and dangerous to the liberties of the people. 

4. Resolved, therefore, Tiat this House will not con- 
sent to the renewal of the charter of the bank of the Unit- 
ed States. 

The resolutions having been read, 

Mr. Porrer said, it was not his object to invite discus- 
sion on the subject at this time. He tad offered the reso- 
lutions as a set-off to the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means on the same subject, and be pledged timsett, 
whenever it came up for consideration, to make good the 
propositions embraced in lis resolutious. He bai offered 
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The Banner of the Constitution, after the first of De- 
cember next, instead of being published semi-weekly, only, 
throughout the year, as heretofore announced, will also be 
published daily during the séssions of Congress; and will. 
consequently, become in form and substance a newspaper. 
As a political journal, it will steadfastiy coutinue to advo- 
cate the principles of Free ‘Trade anda limited construction 
of the Constitution; and, as its present conductor intends to 
devote himseli, with an undivided mind. to the discharge 





them, altogether independently of any regard (o mere per- 


whatever, but as a guarantee to the American people, | 
from his piace in this House, that the measure to prepare | 
the way tor which the repoct of the Committee of Ways | 
and Means had been brougit in, would be resisted here. | 
It should be resisted here; and he earnestly hoped that! 
the people, in every section of the United States, would, | 
forthwith, fix their attention upon this subject, as one in-| 
volving, in the most essential manner, their dearest mgits | 
and interests, and that, by a umely and vigilant exercise | 
of their power at the polls, (hey would take care to organ- | 
ize this House, with a direct reference to the adjustinent | 
of this question. For the present he moved to lay the) 
resolutions on the table. 

Mr. Wurrrtesey demanded that tie question “whether | 
the House would consider the resulutions?” should be put, | 
lest the entertaining of the motion oy the Hlouse might | 
affect the price of the stock, &c. but 

The Speaker deciding that the motion to lay on the ta- 
ble took precedence of the motion of “consideration,” 

The question was puton laying the resolutions on the | 
table, and decided in the allirmative, as foliows: Yeas 89, 
nays 66. 


Public Lands. 

Mr. Isacxs, from the Conimittee on Public Lands, re- 
ported, without amendment, the bill from the Senate “ to 
reduce the price of a portion of the public lands hereto- 
fore 1 market, and to grant a preference to actual settlers.” 

Mr. I. remarked, that this bill was a mere remnant of a 
system familiar to the House; that the provisions of the bill 
were sunple, and easy to be understood, and contained 
nothing which required a reicrence of it’to a Committee 
of the Whole House. He, therefore, would not move its 
comunitment, which would only tend todelay the bill, but 


that it be postponed to Monday next, for consideration in 
the House. 


sonal partyism, with which he acknowledged no sympatuy | 








Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, made a few remarks to shew the 
necessity of passing op this bill before the close of the pre- 
sent sessiou. ‘The bill proposed to reduce the price of cer- 
tain of tle public lands from $1 25 to 75 cents an acre, 
aud if it were permitted to lie here unacted on no one would 
enter public land while the measure is peading. The ef- 
fect would be therefore to suspend the entry of lands until 
the bill was finally disposed of and the revenue from that 
source be consequently cut off. He hosed the bill would 
not be committed, because that would endaager its being 
acted on during the session; but that it voald be taken uv 
on Monday next, and either passed or reected: if rejected, 
the public mind would be undeceived, aud setilers would 
know what they had to depend on. 





Mr. Wittrams, of North Carolina, moved that the bill! 
be laid on the table. 
Mr. Cray asked Mr. Witirams te withdraw his motion,| 
to give an opportunity for one or two words of explenation. | 
Mr. Wituiams replied, that if one or two words were | 
said for the bill, one or two would be said against it; he 
therefore could not withdraw his motion. 
The question was then takeu on the motion to lay the | 
bill on the table, and decided in the negative. 
Mr. Jennines said, the subject of this bill was not so) 
new as some gentlemen imagined. It had been before | 
Congress in one form or other for six veers past; and pio-| 
ceeded to make some remarks on the beiring of the bills! 
but the merits of it not being in order, he was interrupted | 
by the Chair; and | 
The motion to postpone the bill to Mondiy was agreed to. | 


tended to oiler, when the bill should come up for con-! 
sideration, and watch on his notion was ordered to be printed. | 
The Tariff Laws. 

On motion of Mr. Mauuary, all the intervening orders, | 
engrossed bills, &c. were postponed to a future day, and tie | 
House resolved itseif into a Committee of the Whole. Mr. | 
Poik in the chair, on the bill “te amend the act im altera-. 
tion of the several acts linposing duties on imperts:” the ques- 
tion being on Mr. McDurrirz’s amendwent--- 

Mr. Burces, of R. 1. rose and addressed the committee 
three hours and a balf in support of the protecting sj stem, | 
in commenting on the opposition to it, Kc. | 





and in reply to its advocates. | 
Mr. Marrinpaur, of New York, next rose, and address- 
ed the Committee an hour in defence of the policy of the 
protecting system. When Mr. M. had finished, no other 
gentleman rising to speak, 

Mr. McDurrisg took the floor, for the purpose ef reply- 
ing to those who had opposed his amendment; but it being 
nearly 6 o'clock, he moved that the Committee rise. The 

















wt anwise and inexpedient te exercise it, and especially 





Committee rose accordingly ; and the House adjourned. 


of its editorial duties, and to the support of the creat cause 
of Liserry anp tur Constitution, he 


trusts that the 
true friends of the prosperity of the Peop| 


, the rights of 
the States, aud the perpetuity of the Union, will find his 
labors worthy of their continued approbation and patron- 
age. 

A prospectus of the paper under its new form, will short- 
ly be issued; and we take this occasion to mention to the 
many respectable friends in Congress who have kindly of- 
fered their services to assist in enlarging our subscription 
list, during the recess of that body, thet we shall transmit 
thein the requisite number of copies in due time. 


A warm and animated discussion took place yesterday, 
in the House of Representatives, which kept the House in 
session until aiter 7 o'clock. upon Mr. Mallary’s bill. Mr. 
McDutite addressed the House for three hours in Opposi- 
tion to the bill and in support of his amendment, which 
went to the reduction of the existing duties, and the ques- 
tion being taken on the amendment it was lost by a vote of 
112 to 62. Mr. Buchanan then offered ar amendment, to 
provide for the appointment of additional appraisers at 
Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, which was agreed 
to without a divis.on. 
an amendment, the purport of which is to increase the duty 
on all manufactures of tron and steel not enumerated, or 
eharged with specific duties in any of the laws now in 
force, to $37 per ton, and to reduce the duty on bar iron 
manufactured in whole or in part from rolling, to 
Sir 50-100, the duty now charged on pig iron, which 
amendment was agreed to—ayes 78, nays 67. Mr. Howard, 
of Maryland, then proposed an amendment to exempt froim 
the operation of this increased duty, iron intended for rail- 
roids. Mr. Wayne, of Ga., proposed to add to this amend- 
ment, “all rail-road tron used in the construction of mill 
carriages, including planes to sugar mills, and upon roads 
for the transportation of grain, sugar cane, or other agricul- 


| tural produce, from the field in which the same may grow 


to their places of preparation for market,” 


which was re- 
jected. 


Mr. Howard’s amendment was adopted. 

The Committee then rose, and reported the bill to the 
House. Mr. McDuffie renewed his motion to amend the 
bill, as in the Committee. 


A divisian af the question was 
called for, and ordered. 


The proposition to reduce the ad- 
ditional duties on wool and woollen goods, imposed by the 
tariff of 1828, was rejected-—ayes 68, noes 120. That 
for reducing the duty on iron in bars and bolts, hemp, flax, 
cotton bagging, molasses, indigo and manufactures of 
cotton, was also rejected—ayes 70, noes 117. That for re- 
ducing the duty on salt, amended at the suggestion of Mr. 
Barzixerr, of North Carolina, to 15 cents per bushel af- 
ter Ist December next, and to 10 cents after 31st De- 
cember, IS31, was adopted---yeas 105, nays 83. 

Mr. Wiipr, of Georgia, then moved an amendment. 
which went “to repeal the tariff act of 1828, with the ex- 
ception of the duty oa salt,” which was negatived---ayes 
GS, noes IIS. 

Mr. Gorham, of Massachusetts, in consequence of the 
decision which took place in relation to salt, moved a re- 


consideration of the vote relative to hemp and iron, which 
|was seconded by Mr. Storrs,of New York, but before a 


discussion took place, the House adjourned. Pending these 
discussions many motions for an adjournment were ufsuc- 
cessfully made, and vothing perhaps but the desertion of 


the combination principle by the salt Majority, which ex- 


cited the aarm of the rest of the friends of the system, 


‘and rendered some concert necessary before the combined 


forees could be again brought iato the field, led to an ad- 
Mr. Vinron tien submitted a substitute which he in-| journment before a final vote on the bill. 


Very few of the speeches which have been delivered 
during this debate have yet been published. They will 
not, however, be lost to the public. After the recess of 
Congress, if not before, they will, no doubt, all appear; 
and abundant materials will be placed before the nation 
for enabling it to make up its deliberate and revised 


opinion before the next session of Congress, upon this 
momentous subject. 





We have in this paper repestedly mentioned, that 
the Tariff policy, in order t secure its perpetuity, 
would be attempted to be connected by some of its advo- 


Mr. Bowuxpin, of Virginia, followed on the other side,| cates, with various other schemes of permanent taxation in 
and spoke nearly two hours against the protecting system, | order to afford a pretext for keeping on the high duties. 


One of these schemes was enlarginy the pension list, so as 


‘to make the existing law embrace a large class of persons, 


who were not deemed worthy of the legislative patron- 
age, until there was a danger that the restrictive system 
would require bolstering; and then a fresh appeal te the 
gratitude of the nation for military services was resolved 
upon. As the laws now stand, relief is extended to all 
those who, after a mature and deliberate investigation of 
their claims by Congress, have been heretofore considered 


Mr. Scott, of Penn., thea proposed , 
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the last fifteen years to break down agriculture, commerce 
and navigation, and to fix upon the people of this country a 
weight of taxation, from which nature, in conferring upon 
them a fertile soil and salubrious climate, and the political 
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it now tg in the mouths of those who know nothing’of po) 
ical economy,---the following occurrence took felaee. 1: 
the village of Germantown, vear Philadelphia, a plac 
ebrated as the spot upon which was fought one of the 
luuionary battles, 
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as fairly entitled to the national sympathies, and if a greater 
range had been allowed at this time to the pension mania, 
we should possibly at the next session of Congress, have 
= to grant relief to every individual, who 
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after all is nothing but the cast off and expléded buadie of 


gations, and who finding that some of bis 
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are quite sure that the tendency of the restrictive policy ix 
to diminish the demand for labor. inasmuch as it diminish. 
es capital, the great fund from which all labor deriv . 
prevents caplial irom 
increasing as fast as it would otherwise increase. iF iT 
mer has to pay filty or a hundred dollars taxes, he cannot 
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support, or, What is the same tau 
a ii 
aflord to employ as many people asu he had paid nouie.- 
if a manutacturer or mechanie has to do the same thing 
his demand tor thé thie 
same proportion, and inasmmuch as high duttes are taxes, 
the means of those who pay them, are diminished in pro- 
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lnbor of others, Wiust accrease if 


portion to their amount. : | 7 
To us, it is as clear as the light of day, that the state of 
things described by Mr. Carey ts the result of the restric- 
tive svstem. It arises from the fact, that the breaking up 
of commerce and navigation, deprives of a part of their ac- 
customed employment, the men who are engaged in th 
various branches of business connected with trade and slip 
building, and the consequence is, that their wives and 
daushters are obliged to assist in the maintenance of thei 
families by laboring for others. A very little reficetion 
will shew, that in large, crowded populations, like those ot 
our Northern cities, there must always be thousands who 
stand so near the brink of that necessity which compels 
people to hire themselves out, that the slightest withdrawal 
of their usual scanty means of support, will cast them into 
the ranks, already overflowing, of those who are compei.- 
tors in the more humble walks. We do know the fact, that 
in the city of Philadelphia, and we presume it Is the cas¢ 
in other cities, young women of very respectable ¢lasses, 
which fifteen or twenty years ago were maintained by then 
parents, are now obliged to labor for themselves, and as the 
needle is the implement to which most of them resort, the 
tendency of their competition ts to deprive of a portion ot 
their employment, those who occupy tmiferior stetions.-— 
Now it may happen, that a very slight reduction of income 
from wages, may multiply the number of competitors to an 
extensive degree, and we would say to Mr. Carey, that i 
he does not wish 49 see his 20,000 doubled to 40,000, he 
should take as active a part in getting the taxes upon thes¢ 
very people taken off, as he did in getting them put on.— 
There is many a mechanic in ho pays $50 ; 
year taxes, and who ls thereby kept down by a consiant 
pressure, Whereas if he were relieved from this burthen, he 
would live in comfort, and have semething to lay up. 

In confirmation of our opinion on this subject, we annex 
hereto the following extract froin a letter lately addressed 
by a mechanic of Philadelphia to a member of Congress. 
“Apri 15, 1830. 
we greatest respecta- 


our cities W , 


, 


“T have been informed by men of t! 
bility. that wus tt not tor the exe rion ot the wives of many 
of the rope-makers and ship wrights, that they with then 
families would be at the charge of the poor rates, such is 
ihe falling off of their respective business, more particular- 
ly of the rope-makers, and as to myself, had I stood in need 
of some hundreds of hands the last winter, I could have 
had them. Few weeks pass but from two to a dozen come 
to ask for work. Many say to ine, ‘give me any wages you 
like. for | cannot bear to be going about the streets and 
my family in want of bread and all other necessaries of 
life.’ Such language as this, has been held to me many 
times during the last six months.” 


The honor of having given burth to the American System, 
it seems, is not due, as has been commonly supposed, to 


who had been se:zed with the American Svstem manma.— 


13 laborers.” oro as Mr. Niles also ealls 


ihe “tree productive 

them, **the s ltroith earth, the on V sate depository under 
Heaven of substantial virtue,” were equally afflicted, and 
they could not endure the idea of seeing an unhappy fellow 
creature, merely oecause he happened to be black, enter 
into conpetition with them in the market of labor. Now 


** 


sult of the 
We 


we do reaily think, that this specimen of “the 
earth. | ' the one which have 
been always accustomed to reeard with veneration, imas- 
' was commanded to teach the principles 
rolence, land Christian charity, 


But the real tact is, that the monopoly, 


aa 
widely dierent tron 
much as this latie: 


ok) , ben 


io every creature. 


‘ » ’ ‘ 
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or American System, in all its forms, is the same selfish, 
vroveiling, anti-Ciiristian spirit at the present day, that 11 
thousand years ago, under whatever 


/ 


‘* 


was a hundred or 1 
name it may have been presente 
It isa favorite doctrine with the enemies of commerce 
and agriculture, that the tari? poliey does mot injure trade. 
Now as one fact i worth a thousand theories, we will sub- 
mit, lor their raspection, the following document, be ine an 
extract trom a statement of comparative imports of certain 
articles into the pert of Charleston, S. C. in the years [S22 
and L829, published in Howard’s Price Current of April 24, 


*,4) 
weios 


when the folly and unaccountable obtuseness which at: 
the restrictive party, will be looked »: 
hat in asserting what we are obliged | 
in rel ion tothe same, we sometoy 
think, that these who twenty years hence may chanec 
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as so mneredible a 


doin this jours i 


read the copy which we are saving for deposit in the Pi 
delphia Library, will be more disposed to doubt our very 
ty, than our reas And that we do not think alu 
Oll this subject, thre follow mig if tter, recently received frog 


mihg,. 


, : } ’ ‘ * rese 
a gentieman residing in Harford County, Maryland, will; sent 
ford abundant evidence. x me 
“Aprit 30, 1830, ~ 1, 
Enelosed is my subscription for the year. God fori — 


pnt of § 
cate 
nt Ww 


that I should, by its detention, afford any impediment tot 
progress of liberal principles. 
I have been, myself, a long time, opposed to restrictit 


systems. l have always considered them as ““oppressi tym 
ind unjost,” as tending to diminish the proaits of capitals 4 
‘ > » . . . OU . 

thus retarding the accumulation of national wealth. Ih 
le Con 


always viewed these attempts to regulate the whole ind 
iry of the nation, as bigh-handed and tyranieal, and bail 
sir, the establishment of the Free Trade Advocate, 2 
grand and glorious era in our national prosperity. 

The time will come when the pr ople of this country ¥ 
be astonish dat the labor and difficult required to ial 
inanifest to the Congress of the United States, the absu 
tics of restrictive systems. We ought to abolish all tl: 
encouraging duties, treat friendly with all nations, let *c 
meree be as free as the winds that waft it,” permit ¢ 
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ISSO. 
182°. 1829), 

Linen Goods S1410,686 62 QTB5H7 OO 
Cotton Goods j5s8.l44 77 14.506 73 
Oznaburgs and Burlaps 55,802 00 SUMOL GO 
Cotton Bagging 105.2309 78 27,964 O4 
Piains Siw 40 GOOwIG VI 
Blankets (05.225 95 SULTS] Sb 
(joths and Cassimeres 145.737 22 HS ST 
Fiannels and Baizes 44,080 24 84 OY 
Worsted Goads 62.435 64 2.788 oO 
Carpeting 21,524 76 2807 9D 

S1.051,020 47 $267,847 38 


Here we have, in the City of Charleston, in seven years, 
\merican Syst ing off of three fourths 
in her Imports af the above mentiones but 
have an increase in her unports of IZerdiware trom $70,226 
22 to S107. 356 71. Now how has this 
The petition of the 
phia will fully explain it. 
ney imto the pe ckets of some twe nty or thirty on masters, 
that is, rich owners of iron mines, furnaces and forges, have 
imposed so heavy a duty on raw tron, that the American 
manutacturer of iron has been driven out of his own mar- 
ket, and this too under the pretext of protecting American 
Industry. It has been incontrovertibly shewn in that peti- 
tion, that by the tariff of 1828, there are a number of arti- 
cles of hardware, which the European manufacturer can 
send to this country, ready made, pay freight, insurance, du- 
ties and other expenses, and sell to a profit, cheaper than 
the American manutacturer ean purchase the raw material 
out of which they are made!!! 
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At the time when the people of Pennsylvania were as 
much deluded with Redhetier’s Perpetual Motion, as they 
now are with the ‘Tariff poley,---when all the philosophers 
and men of scrence were arrayed upon one side, and all the 
matter of fact men on the other,---when the doctrine,. that 
one fact is worth a thousand theories, was just as common 





the politicians and writers who have been struggling for 


in the mouths of those who knew nothing of mechanics, as | streets, three doors west of the General Post Offre. 


ships, as well as the ships of every other nation, unencl 

bered and unshackled with tyranical restrictious, to sca 
ithemselves among the remote corners of the world, an 
retura laden with the wealth of other climes to enrich? 
beautify their native land. 
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To you, sir, certainly much honor is due for the zea bems r 
and able manner in which you have supported the pr ay T 
ples of free trade. ‘The good effects of the Banner i voles 
Constitution are already perceptible. [can all around dene 
plainly see tie triumpns of principle and reason over ige brown | 
ance and sophistry. Go on, sir, by all means in a Ce 


ate un 
princely 
ve ela 
id per: 
he inst 
ted by 


so gloriously commenced, and although you may 20% 
1 Op robrious epithe is, us I have frequel 
heard done, yet you may rely upon it, that your fellew¢ 
zens will some day feel grateful for your services, and } 
be proud to number you among her sons.” 
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